Work Abroad Toolkit: Switzerland

A. General Country Information

a. “Just Landed” provides full country profile, and articles with all of the details for anyone seeking to work, live and travel in Switzerland; everything from visas, work permits, finding a job, social security, benefits, banking, housing, among many: http://www.justlanded.com/english/Switzerland
b. Switzerland’s official information portal, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs: (Available in EN, DE, FR, IT, ES, CH, RU, JA): www.swissworld.org
i. People, culture, leisure, geography, environment, science, education, economy, politics, history

ii. Traveling in Switzerland, life in Switzerland, popular topics (“how the Swiss live, swiss knowhow, portraits of famous Swiss, typically Swiss and their neighours, emigrants and immigrants, etc.), government links, etc.

c. Swiss Train Service: SBB CFF FFS: (Available in EN, DE, FR, IT) www.sbb.ch/en/ 

i. Timetables, Travel cards & Tickets, Station & Services, etc.
d. How’s Life? Switzerland. Published by the OECD: www.oecdbetterlifeindex.org/countries/switzerland/
B. Migrating to Switzerland

a. Expat Guide, by Kwintessential: www.kwintessential.co.uk/guide/relocating-to-switzerland.html
i. Quick essential facts on population, language & culture, religion, sports & leisure, driving, public transport, communication, utilities, climate and weather, visas and immigration, etc.
b. Federal Office for Migration: (Available in EN, DE, FR, IT) www.bfm.admin.ch/bfm/en/home.html
i. Free movement of persons

ii. Schengen/Dublin

iii. Entry

iv. Residence

v. Labour/Work permits

vi. Integration

vii. Swiss citizenship

c. “Living and Working in Switzerland,” Federal Office for Migration (FOM): (EN) www.unil.ch/webdav/site/ib/shared/living_and_working_in_switzerland.pdf
i. The country and its population

ii. Entry in Switzerland

iii. Working in Switzerland

iv. Social Security

d. Banking Guide, Switzerlandbuyingguide.com: switzerlandbuyingguide.com/swiss-private-personal-current-account-bank-accounts-banking-guide/
i. Choosing a bank

ii. Account types

iii. Costs

iv. Opening an account

v. Credit cards

vi. Hotline with free advice
e. Health Insurance

f. Accident Insurance

g. Unemployment Insurance

C. Internal Revenue / Taxes
a. Your Europe: http://europa.eu/youreurope/citizens/work/postings-abroad/taxes/switzerland/employed_en.htm
i. Taxes, Your Rights (Available in numerous EU languages)

ii. I’m an Employee: FAQs
D. Looking for a Job

a. “Work Permits,” Swissinfo.ch: www.swissinfo.ch/eng/specials/switzerland_how_to/work_life/Work_permits.html?cid=29191706
i. EU/EFTA nationals

ii. Non EU/EFTA nationals

iii. Promised a permit – Now what?

b. “Job Applications”, Swissinfo.ch: (Available in EN, FR, DE, IT, ES, PT, RU, JP, CH, Arabic) www.swissinfo.ch/eng/specials/switzerland_how_to/work_life/Work_permits.html?cid=29191706
i. Documents to include

ii. CVs, Coverletters: which language? 

iii. When to follow up

iv. Interviews

c. “How your application can lead to the perfect job,” Manpower.ch: (Available in EN, FR, DE, IT) www.manpower.ch/en/candidates/advice/the-application/
i. Samples of CVs to download

ii. Samples of Cover letters to download

d. European Employment Services (EURES): www.eures.ch/en//
i. EURES Hotline

ii. EURES-Switzerland Advisers

iii. Finding a job in Switzerland

iv. Brochures

v. Statement of national insurance contributions

vi. EURES Job Fairs in EU

E. Representation of Employees

a. Your Rights by country: http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=858&langId=en
b. workerparticipation.eu:

i. Overview of Swiss trade unions: www.worker-participation.eu/National-Industrial-Relations/Countries/Switzerland/Trade-Unions
ii. Work place representation: www.worker-participation.eu/National-Industrial-Relations/Countries/Switzerland/Workplace-Representation
c. Federal Department of Foreign Affairs

i. Overview of Swiss trade unions: www.swissworld.org/en/economy/workers_and_jobs/trade_unions/
d. Umbrella organisation of workers Travail Swiss

i. www.travailsuisse.ch/ueber_uns/aufgabe_und_struktur
e. Swiss Federation of Trade Unions: Union Syndicate Swiss, SGB | USS 

i. www.uss.ch/services/adherer-a-un-syndicat/
f. UNIA – Switzerland’s Inter-professional trade union (Available in FR, DE, IT, EN)

i. Homepage: www.unia.ch/index.php?id=593
ii. Summary Pamphlet: www.unia.ch/uploads/media/Unia_Praesentation_englisch_Version_4_3.pdf
g. KvSchweiz | Sec Suisse | Sic Svizzera

i. www.kvschweiz.ch/
