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MAIN VENUES

House of Blackheads (Melngalvju nams)
7 Rātslaukums 

The House of Blackheads is the main venue of the CBSS Heads of Government Summit. Summit-related public and cultural events will be held elsewhere in Riga as well. 

The House of Blackheads will host the main Summit meeting and will be the place for individual interviews.

The House of Blackheads lies at the very heart of Old Riga. Entry into the territory of the House of Blackheads will be permitted with the relevant Summit accreditation card only, including the media accreditation card. The media accreditation card will only allow access to media specific venues.

Riga City Council

1 Rātslaukums
The Accreditation and Press Centre will be located at the Meeting Hall of the Riga City Council across from the main Summit venue – the House of Blackheads.

Latvian National Opera

3 Aspazijas Blvd.
The Latvian National Opera will host the official greeting ceremony between the Latvian Prime Minister and other heads of governments, which will be followed by the concluding jazz concert of the project Balticness organised by the Latvian CBSS presidency.

Exhibition Hall “Rīgas mākslas telpa”

3 Kungu Str.

Official photographing event and press conference of the CBSS Heads of Government.

Reval Hotel Latvija

55 Elizabetes Str.

The International Economic Forum organised by the Latvian Investment and Development Agency. More information at: www.bsrbf.com
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EVENTS OPEN FOR THE MEDIA (
3 June, 5.30 p.m. 

Official greeting between Latvian Prime Minister and other heads of government (photo/video opportunity) 

Venue:  Latvian National Opera (3 Aspazijas Blvd.)

4 June, 10.00 a.m.

Opening of the CBSS Heads of Government Summit (photo/video opportunity)

Venue:  House of Blackheads (7 Rātslaukums)

4 June, 12.35 p.m.
Official photographing event of the Heads of Government (photo/video opportunity)

Venue: Exhibition Hall “Rīgas mākslas telpa” (3 Kungu Str.)
4 June, 12.40 p.m.
CBSS Heads of Government press conference 

Venue:  Exhibition Hall “Rīgas mākslas telpa” (3 Kungu Str.)
!!!!! Information on the agenda of the Heads of Government outside the Summit events and possible interview times will be available by contacting the liaison officers or press service representatives of the delegations.

ACCREDITATION AND PRESS CENTRE
The Summit Accreditation and Press Centre will be located at the Meeting Hall of the Riga City Council across from the main Summit venue – the House of Blackheads.

Accreditation cards

The accreditation cards will be obtainable at the Accreditation and Press Centre on Tuesday, 3 June from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. For security reasons, please complete the accreditation formalities on 3 June. In exceptional cases there will be an opportunity to receive accreditation cards on 4 June, in which case please notify the Press Centre before 20 May. The accreditation cards will be issued upon presentation of a valid personal identity document. 

FOR ALL MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES

When at any of the Summit venues or at the Accreditation and Press centre, the media accreditation card must be visible on your clothing. The accreditation card must be with you all the time. In case of losing or finding an accreditation card, please inform the Accreditation Centre immediately. 

Cars and parking

Please remember that private transport and taxis will be denied entry into the territory of the House of Blackheads, including the Accreditation and Press Centre. Only the official transport of the Summit will be allowed into the territory. 

Accreditation and Press Centre operation time

Tuesday, 3 June

            2 p.m. – 10 p.m.

Wednesday, 4 June
 

 7.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.

Work places and technical equipment

The Press Centre will offer work stations for approximately 100 journalists, PC use possible. Wi-Fi network and six stationary computers will be available at the Press Centre. Journalists will have at their disposal a free-of-charge telephone line (for both local and international calls), electricity outlet and RJ45 outlet for laptops. 220V voltage, electricity sockets with two round contact points. A photocopier and facsimile machine will be available as well. 

Technical assistance in media areas

Press Centre employees will be ready to answer any questions and provide technical assistance with photocopiers, computers or telephones. 

Documents and electronic materials for media needs 
Documents and official photographs from Summit events will be available free-of-charge at the Accreditation and Press Centre, downloading from the Foreign Ministry’s website (www.mfa.gov.lv).

These materials are intended for use in the news and printed media, work of the press services or for public education only. The materials must not be used for commercial or advertising purposes or for personal benefit. 

There will be no possibility for photo material (film etc.) treatment at the Accreditation and Press Centre.

Catering at the Accreditation and Press Centre

On 4 June, beverages and light snacks will be available for media representatives at the Accreditation and Press Centre free-of-charge.

SECURITY

Official media passes and access

Entry into event venues, including the Accreditation and Press Centre, will be allowed only to those media representatives possessing official Summit media cards, which will be issued if applied for before the indicated deadline.

Security checks for entry into the Accreditation and Press Centre

Please remember that on 4 June, security employees will perform careful checks on all persons wishing to enter the Summit venues, including the Accreditation and Press Centre. Media representatives will be asked to present their Summit accreditation card and possess a valid personal identity document with a photograph.

Complete checks may be performed on all objects that will be carried into the Summit venues – computers, cameras, equipment, handbags. Please allocate enough time for security checks, especially before the press conference.

Prompt notification of lost passes

Please report all lost Summit accreditation cards immediately by contacting the closest available employee at the Accreditation and Press Centre. 

OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION

Entry into Latvia, visas

Latvia is a member country of the Schengen area. EU citizens entering Latvia must possess a valid personal identity document. No visa is required.

Citizens of other countries may find information on entry into Latvia and visa requirements at: http://www.mfa.gov.lv/en/service/
Latvian time zone

The time zone in Latvia is GMT/UTC plus two hours.

Electricity 

Standard voltage in Latvia is 220V; electricity outlets have two round contact points. Appliances operating on other voltage or having another type of contact points need an adapter. Media representatives are required to have their own adapters if needed. Adapters can be bought in Riga as well. 

Smoking

According to Latvian law, smoking is prohibited in public premises, including the Accreditation and Press Centre. 

Currency and bank services

Latvian official currency is the Latvian lat (LVL).

The majority of establishments in Riga (including hotels and restaurants) accept the most popular credit cards but please check by contacting the establishment. 

Cash dispensers accepting the most popular credit cards and bank payment cards authorised for international use are located throughout Riga. 

LVL denomination (one lat = 100 santims): 

LVL banknotes: 5, 10, 20, 50, 100 and 500

LVL coins: 1 and 2-lat coins; 1, 2, 5, 10, 20 and 50-santim coins

Currency exchange rate:
1 EUR = 0.7028 LVL (fixed rate)

1 USD = approx. 0.445 LVL (changing rate)

Telecommunications

All telecommunication services at the Accreditation and Press Centre are free of charge.

International (outside Latvia) calls from fixed telephone lines and cell phones:


00 (international call) + country code + telephone number
To call from a fixed telephone line in Latvia to a fixed telephone line or cell phone in Latvia, dial the local number only without the country code. 
USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Other useful telephone numbers
112 Main telephone exchange for emergency situations

   01 Fire-fighters

   02 Police

   03 Ambulance

1188

1180 – General inquiry services

1189

USEFUL INTERNET ADDRESSES
Latvian Ministry of Foreign Affairs www.mfa.gov.lv 
The Latvian Institute - www.li.lv 
Official tourism website - www.latviatourism.lv 

Latvian Investment and Development Agency – www.liaa.gov.lv
TRANSPORT FROM THE AIRPORT

The Riga International Airport is situated 13 km from the city centre.

You can get to the centre by:

· Taxi. The price between LVL 10-12 (EUR 15-17).

· The Airport Express bus, which connects the airport and the Reval Hotel Latvija operating from 5.00 a.m. to midnight every 30 minutes. The tickets are available from the driver for a price of LVL 3.00 (EUR 4.50).

· Bus 22 or 22a. Tickets – LVL 0.40 (EUR 0.57).

 HOTELS
The hotels are situated 5-15 minutes walk from the main summit venue. Maps of Riga are available at the hotels as well. Most of the city will be freely accessible during the summit except specific areas reserved specifically for official transport. 

List of hotels:

Hotel Centra

+371 67226441

1 Audēju Str., Riga, LV-1050

Reservation No.: 14504, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Rooms: 8 single (non-smoker)

Price per night: EUR 110.00

www.centra.lv 
Albert Hotel

+371 67331717

33 Dzirnavu Str., Riga, LV-1010

Reservation No.: 2738, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Rooms: 50 single

Price per night: EUR 80.00

http://www.alberthotel.lv 

Reval Hotel Elizabete

+371 7772345

71/73 Elizabetes Str., LV-1010, Riga

Reservation No.: 2085460, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Rooms: 30 single

Price per night: EUR 124.00

http://www.revalhotels.com/en/Hotels/Latvia-Riga/Reval-Hotel-Elizabete 

Hotel Radi un Draugi

+371 7820200

1/3 Marstalu Str.,Riga, LV-1050

Reservation No.: 3945-3946/2008code4121, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Rooms: 2 single

Price per night: EUR 60.00

www.draugi.lv 

Konventa Seta

+ 371 7087501
9/11 Kaleju Str., Riga, LV-1050

Reservation No.: 261599/600, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Rooms: 20 single

Price per night: EUR 81.00 or 90.00
www.konventa.lv 
For contacts:

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Press Centre Division
Tele: (371) 7016 272. Fax: (371) 7 222 335

3 K. Valdemāra Str., LV 1395, Riga

e-mail: media@mfa.gov.lv
( The times may change. Please follow the programme on the Foreign Ministry’s website.
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