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We trust you find this resource useful. We are always keen to receive feedback so that we can improve our service to you. If you have feedback, please send it to tsmp@nzf.salvationarmy.org.

Introduction

150 Anniversary / Covenant Renewal / Candidates Sunday

July 5 2015 marks 150 years since The Salvation Army commenced in London’s East End. To mark this occasion, corps are encouraged to hold a special 150 Year Anniversary Sunday to remember our heritage, consider the present, and challenge people about the future. In this context, it doubles as both the traditional Founder’s Day/Candidates Sunday and as a Covenant Renewal Sunday.

This pack provides the basis for such a service – complete with themed resources, children’s story, history videos, sermon outline, recorded sermon, renewal cards and meeting lead ideas. The theme is “I’ll Fight” – picking up on William Booth’s famous final address.

Please use these resources as you find useful and if you are not using the recorded sermon, please personalise the sermon to reflect your own style and experiences.
As the service doubles as a Renewal Sunday and Candidates Sunday, please support TSMP Goal #2 by clearly promoting soldiership, and make a challenge about officership – while being inclusive by encouraging everyone to reaffirm their commitment to God, in whatever form that takes.

Children

July 5 is the first Sunday in the school holidays, so you should think carefully about how you include children. To support an intergenerational service, we have kept the sermon short, and included a children’s segment and range of video resources to keep children engaged. If you plan to have children leave the service to attend their own programme, you should incorporate the children’s slot prior to them departing and use the children’s renewal cards in Kids Church. 
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Resources Available

With this booklet, you should have received two sets of Covenant Renewal Cards – red for adults and yellow for children.

The intranet contains the electronic resources to support this day. Head to https://intranet.sarmy.net.nz/, hover your mouse over the Strategic Mission Plan menu, and choose TSMP Resources Goal Two. Resources available include:
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Video clips – Montages, Our History, What We Do Now, Booth’s Vision, Sermon and I’ll Fight
· Electronic copy of the sermon for editing (this document), should you choose to present it yourself

· Themed PowerPoint with sermon points

· Background images for advertising or as a themed background for lyrics.
Taking it to the streets
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The Salvation Army was born on the streets and one of the hallmarks of the early movement was taking the gospel message to where the people were. William Booth is quoted as saying:

“No sort of defence is needed for preaching outdoors, but it would take a very strong argument to prove that a man who has never preached beyond the walls of his meetinghouse has done his duty. A defence is required for services within buildings rather than for worship outside of them.”

We want to build on this early DNA by promoting a territorial campaign called “Taking it to the streets” later in the year. The idea is to encourage all corps to go into the community and hold a special service or event before the end of the year. This special 150 celebration service is an ideal opportunity to introduce the campaign.
Meeting Outline

To assist with your meeting planning, we are suggesting a meeting in sections, interspersed with songs, prayer, offering, etc. as you choose. These ideas are based on using the time leading up to the sermon to get people thinking about the topic so that they are more receptive to the message.
Potential scripts for each section follow.

For people in Fiji and Tonga, the children’s story is based on The Salvation Army’s introduction to New Zealand. We think this is a very relevant story that will also be of interest to you, but feel free to use a local story if you prefer.

	Section
	Suggested Content

	1. Introduction
	Introduction (script below)

Video 1: Montages – what do the public think of us (provided 1:42)

	2. Our beginnings
	Video 2: TSA History (provided 2:52)

	3. Children’s story 
	New Zealand History (script below)

	4. The Salvation Army now
	Video 3: Overview of our current services (provided 2:53)

Arrange for someone in your corps to tell a little of your own history, or

Arrange for someone in your corps to give their testimony about how God is using them now 

	5. Sermon
	Video 4: Booth’s vision (provided 5:36)
Video 5: Sermon + I’ll fight (provided 16:30)

	6. Response
	Follow with appropriate response music


Preparation

1. Read through this document

2. Download all videos from the Intranet (or check that they are on your media machine)

3. Choose someone to tell the children’s story

4. If desired, choose someone to provide some local history, or to give their testimony (e.g. someone involved in corps outreach or social services)
5. Gather your response cards and provide pens.
Ideas for Songs
Founder’s Songs
· SASB 203 Send the Fire (perhaps to the alternative tune by Lex Loizides)
· SASB 298 O Boundless Salvation

Songs about Soldiers
· SASB 687 I’ll Stand for Christ

· SASB 696 Soldiers of our God arise (Storm the forts of darkness)
· SASB 707 Who is on the Lord’s side?

Contemporary Songs about Battles
· To the ends of the earth (Hillsong) (http://www.worshiptogether.com/songs/to-the-ends-of-the-earth) 

· Our God (Chris Tomlin) (http://www.worshiptogether.com/songs/our-god) 
· Mighty to save (Hillsong United) (http://www.worshiptogether.com/songs/mighty-to-save) 

· Be thou my vision (Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight, thou my whole armour …)
· Hosanna (Brooke Fraser)

· The battle belongs to the Lord (Jamie Owens-Collins)
· Strong tower (Peter Furler – Newsboys) (http://www.worshiptogether.com/songs/strong-tower-furler) 
· Holy Ghost (Bjorn Aslaksen) (Holy Ghost, you’re wonderful, … As soldiers in his army, we fight with heart and soul)
Response Songs
· SASB C53 Spirit of the living God

· SASB 474 All to Jesus, I surrender

· SASB 487 Have thine own way Lord

· SASB 525 Take my life and let it be 
· The Potter’s Hand (Darlene Zschech)
· Lord I give you my heart (Reuben Morgan)
· With all I am (Into your hand, I commit again …) (Reuben Morgan) (http://www.worshiptogether.com/songs/with-all-i-am) 
· Holy Spirit Rain Down (Hillsong) (http://www.worshiptogether.com/songs/holy-spirit-rain-down) 

Finish Songs 
· Send me Out (sung at Congress) (http://www.worshiptogether.com/songs/send-me-out) 

· God of this City (Chris Tomlin) (http://www.worshiptogether.com/songs/god-of-this-city) 
· Great Awakening (Bankhead, Goudie and Bassett)
· SASB 734 I’ll go in the strength of the Lord

New Songs (you could introduce or listen to)

· My heart is Yours (Passion) – includes All to Jesus I Surrender (http://www.worshiptogether.com/songs/my-heart-is-yours) 
· Holy Spirit (Jesus Culture) (http://www.worshiptogether.com/songs/holy-spirit/) 
· Oceans (Where Feet May Fall) (Hillsong) (http://www.worshiptogether.com/songs/oceans-where-feet-may-fail/) 
· Break every Chain – There is Power in the Name of Jesus (Jesus Culture) (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rOyjD5Zw2ew) 
[Would be great to play while people are responding]

The Soldier’s Covenant

Having accepted Jesus Christ as my Saviour and Lord, and desiring to fulfil my membership of His Church on earth as a soldier of The Salvation Army, I now by God's grace enter into a sacred covenant.

I believe and will live by the truths of the word of God expressed in The Salvation Army's eleven articles of faith …

I will be responsive to the Holy Spirit's work and obedient to His leading in my life, growing in grace through worship, prayer, service and the reading of the Bible. I will make the values of the Kingdom of God and not the values of the world the standard for my life.

I will uphold Christian integrity in every area of my life, allowing nothing in thought, word or deed that is unworthy, unclean, untrue, profane, dishonest or immoral.

I will maintain Christian ideals in all my relationships with others; my family and neighbours, my colleagues and fellow salvationists, those to whom and for whom I am responsible, and the wider community.

I will uphold the sanctity of marriage and of family life. I will be a faithful steward of my time and gifts, my money and possessions, my body, my mind and my spirit, knowing that I am accountable to God.

I will abstain from alcoholic drink, tobacco, the non-medical use of addictive drugs, gambling, pornography, the occult and all else that could enslave the body or spirit.

I will be faithful to the purposes for which God raised up The Salvation Army, sharing the good news of Jesus Christ, endeavouring to win others to Him, and in His name caring for the needy and the disadvantaged.

I will be actively involved, as I am able, in the life, work, worship and witness of the corps, giving as large a proportion of my income as possible to support its ministries and the worldwide work of the Army.

I will be true to the principles and practices of The Salvation Army, loyal to its leaders, and I will show the spirit of salvationism whether in times of popularity or persecution.

I now call upon all present to witness that I enter into this covenant and sign these articles of war of my own free will, convinced that the love of Christ, who died and now lives to save me, requires from me this devotion of my life to His service for the salvation of the whole world; and therefore do here declare my full determination, by God's help, to be a true soldier of The Salvation Army.

Meeting Content
Scripture:
Luke 4:18-19

Subject:
I’ll fight for the Salvation of the least the last and the lost

Aim:
To challenge congregation to make a commitment to choose to fight in the Lord’s army as a true salvation soldier

1. Meeting Introduction
Today is a significant day in Salvation Army history, as it marks 150 years since The Salvation Army first started as the Christian Mission in the East End of London.
Later today, 20,000 Salvationists will pack the O2 Arena in London to celebrate this milestone at the Boundless International Congress – we get to celebrate it first.

We’re going to look at some of our early history, become informed about what The Salvation Army is doing today, and hopefully be challenged as to our involvement in the Salvation War.
To get us thinking, when you hear the words Salvation Army, what comes to mind? What are we known for? What are we about? What is our DNA?

Here’s what some people on the street think.

[Show video clip 1 – Montages]

2. Our Beginnings
The Salvation Army was founded by William and Catherine Booth. Let’s watch this video to see how The Salvation Army started.

 [Show video clip 2 – TSA history]

3. Children’s Story
The story: How the Salvation army started in New Zealand
Following Jesus can be hard, especially when people make fun of us because we believe in God. And it’s often easier to choose not to do what we know we should.

I’m going to tell you about how The Salvation Army started in New Zealand and about how the early Salvationists stood up for Jesus and amazing things happened.

Setting the Scene

In the 1880s (about 130 years ago), New Zealand was a very different place to what it is now. The country wasn’t doing very well and many people couldn’t find jobs. In those days, the Government didn’t help much so there were lots of desperate people. Some did bad stuff just to survive, like stealing and beating people up. Others were so sad that they would spend all their money getting drunk. It wasn’t good.

A woman in Dunedin heard about the great things The Salvation Army was doing in England, so wrote a letter to General William Booth asking him to please send someone to help her city. To show she was serious, she sent him £200, which would be around $40,000 today!
Pollard and Wright

So early in 1883, General Booth sent two young officers from England – Captain George Pollard who was 20, and Lieutenant Edward Wright who was 21
. They stopped off in Melbourne, grabbed three helpers and then the five of them arrived in New Zealand. Wright and one of the helpers went to Auckland while Pollard and the other two helpers started in Dunedin.

Money

Pollard had 30 shillings. Today, we’d call a shilling a 10 cent coin, so how much money did he have? ($3). Because the value of money has changed a lot since then, we’ll use our money. If it was today, he’d have had about $250.

So if you arrived in New Zealand with only $250, what would you do with the money? (Get some food, find somewhere to live, …).

Pollard didn’t do any of those things. The first thing he did was went and hired the largest building in Dunedin – The Temperance Hall – and agreed to pay rent for the next three years at $50,000 a year! Some of the local church people thought that was really stupid, but he just replied saying that he had tried big things before and God had always backed him up! That’s amazing faith in God!

That Sunday, they held their first meeting, and people were so fascinated by these new Salvationists, that the place was packed and hundreds couldn’t get in. And when they took up an offering, about $2000 was collected – enough for that week’s rent!
Skeleton Army

They continued having meetings every evening, and lots of people came to believe in Jesus. But lots of other people didn’t like them because they didn’t want to hear about God, or they didn’t like the change that was happening in these new believers, such as going to church and stopping buying alcohol. So they formed into a group called The Skeleton Army and basically tried to ruin things for the Salvationists. They would come to the meetings and yell at the speaker, whistle loudly, stamp their feet and be as disruptive as possible.

Let’s see how disruptive we can be. How loud can you stamp your feet?

Even worse happened in Auckland. At the end of the first meeting, someone threw a rock that hit Wright on the face. The next day, someone came up and punched him and the next day, the Skeleton Army threw stones and mud through the windows of the hall. When Wright went out to confront them, twenty young men attacked him, knocked him to the ground, and started kicking him.

Things became increasingly violent, but through it all, the Salvationists stood tall, carried on singing, speaking about following Jesus, and asking people to join them.

Growth

And do you know what - amazing things happened. People joined The Salvation Army daily. Many then went and started new churches, so that by the end of the first year, the Salvation Army had 25 corps from Auckland to Invercargill. And within seven years, the Salvation Army was in every town with a population of more than 1500 people.

But just as amazing, some of the people who decided to follow Jesus were the leaders of The Skeleton Army!

Summary
· Wow – Pollard and Wright were pretty amazing young men! If you could choose some words to describe them, what would you use? [committed to God, faithful, courageous, brave]

· What was important to them? [telling people about Jesus, serving God]

· And what happened? [people’s lives were changed; thousands of people believed in Jesus – even the bullies].
Application

It’s really hard to follow Jesus, because there are always times when we have to make a choice between doing what we know Jesus wants us to do, and what we want to do. For example:
· Kids at school may tease you about believing in Jesus and you may want to pretend you don’t go to Church.

· Someone might be picking on someone else and you know the right thing to do is to ask them to stop – but you’re a bit scared.

· Or there may be someone who no-one likes, but you know that the right thing is to be kind to them and include them in your games.

Even though our story was from a long time ago, God wants all of us to be just like Pollard and Wright! 

There are three things from this story I want you to remember:

1. The money: if you feel God is asking you to take a risk for Him, do it. Tell someone about Him. Invite your friends to church. Something amazing might be about to happen.

2. The crowds: when you’re passionate about following Jesus, people are going to want to know why.

3. The Skeleton Army: no matter how hard you think things are, keep doing the right thing, and asking God to help you. Who knows, maybe even the bully or the mean kid might come to know Jesus because of you.

[Optional: Introduce the Children’s Response Cards and explain that children will have the opportunity to sign these later]

[Prayer]
4. The Salvation Army Today

When William Booth was informed by his son of the large numbers of homeless people sleeping on the banks of the River Thames, his response was simple: ‘Go and do something’.

Since our pioneer days, The Salvation Army has provided food for the hungry, warmth and shelter for the homeless, and care for those who fall on hard times. We have been among the first at many scenes of disaster and distress. And we have been a voice for those trapped in poverty.

Today, we remain committed to both evangelism and care. Here’s a quick overview of the wide range of services we provide.
[Show video clip 3 – TSA Services Today]
5. Sermon Outline
Introduction

[Show video clip 4 – William Booth’s Vision. Alternatively, you may prefer to play this alternative video http://www.sermonspice.com/product/25941/who-cares of the vision, but if so, please pay for it first ($17.00)].
[Show video clip 5 – Sermon and I’ll Fight, or if you prefer to preach the sermon yourself, here is the script.]

What an amazing vision William Booth had? What an incredible scene. People drowning in a sea of human misery. And the final words - did you catch them? Will YOU go? …What will you do?

My message is entitled “I’ll fight for the salvation of the least, the last, and the lost.”
Do you know that if you lined up all the people in the world who didn’t know Jesus, the line would circle the world 20 times over and that the line would grow by 200 miles every day...? Now that’s a lot of people drowning in Booth’s ocean of despair.
In 1904 the Salvation Army Founder William Booth visited King Edward 7th and was asked to write in the King’s autograph book. This is what he wrote:
Some men’s ambition is art,
Some men’s ambition is fame,

Some men’s ambition is gold
But my ambition is the souls of men.

He could have written anything. Dear King Edward thank you for your kind hospitality and be assured of my prayers… But he didn’t - he wrote about salvation. Salvation for the world. In what we now call the Founder’s song, he called this:

O boundless salvation, deep ocean of love, 
Of fullness of mercy Christ wrought from above,

The whole world redeeming, so rich and so free
Now flowing for all men, now roll over me. [SASB 298]
Today as we celebrate 150 years of the Salvation Army, can I remind us again of the significance of our name… we weren’t named the celebration Army or the social service army, or the senior citizen army or the sanctification army or even the she’ll be right army… No, we were given a name with a high and holy purpose – The Salvation Army, Te Ope Whakaora – the Army of Salvation.
As you watched William Booth’s vision of the people drowning in the sea of sin and misery, swimming against the tide of poverty and injustice, struggling to save themselves from darkness and despair, trying desperately to get to the safety of the rock, did you notice that the people on the rocks who had themselves been saved were preoccupied with all manner of things? Good things, important things – like careers, commerce, credit cards, clothes, cricket, conferences, even Christianity and church – but not rescuing the perishing, not throwing out a life line… not reaching out to lift and restore those sinking.
Why weren’t people interested? What was Catherine and William Booth’s motivation? Why did they decide to fight the good fight? What was it that inspired them to commit to a worldwide rescue mission for the bruised, broken and bleeding?
Come with me to the word of God. Here we will see the mandate for the mission. Here we will see the inspiration for the vision. Here we will see the purpose for their passion.
Here’s the scene. Jesus, having been tempted in the wilderness, returns to his home town of Nazareth and one day on the Sabbath he gets up in the synagogue and begins to read from the prophet Isaiah...

18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ Luke 4: 18-19
He rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant. Everyone was watching him to see what he would say or do and then he did something remarkable. He said ‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’
This was an amazing statement. Jesus gives us his mission in a sentence. He gives the church its commission and he gave Catherine and William Booth their destiny, and in today in 2015 Jesus provides us with our purpose.

There are three important things here.

1. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointed me

Our ministry must be done in and through the power of the Holy Spirit...

Zechariah 4:6 says. “It’s not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit says the Lord.”
 Our motto of blood and fire reminds us of this foundational principle. The blood of Jesus which cleanses us from all sin and the power of the Holy Spirit who anoints us for service.

2. To proclaim good news to the poor

The Greek word for good news is the word Euaggelizo (yoo-ang-ghel-id-zo) where we get the word evangelism “to share the good news or gospel.”
The early army took the good news to where the people were. Street marches and outreach services, dance hall church services, tent meetings.
We were born on the streets… Journalist Rob Harley says we still have the smell of the streets on us. To ensure the smell of the streets remains on us, later this year, we’re going to participate in a territory wide campaign called Taking it to the Streets. The idea is that all Salvation Army corps and centres will do something extra as a church family out in our community. Watch out for more information about this later in the year.

3. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.

One night as William Booth was walking through the East end of London and saw the drunkards, ragged children, the prostitutes and smelled the stench of human depravity, the Holy Spirit impressed something upon his heart. William, these people are among the least, the last, and the lost, and nobody cares or does anything for their salvation, not even the church. 
He rushed home to Catherine and said I have found my destiny. Later, he took his oldest son Bramwell into one of the pubs and showing him the extent of human misery, he said to Bramwell, “Son, these are our people”.

Booth’s vision was Christ’s vision – nothing less than full salvation for the body, mind as well as the soul.

150 years after the commencement of the Salvation Army, people are still drowning in a sea of sin and sadness. People are still bound by evil and injustice. People are still searching for a way out of the angry sea onto the solid Rock. God needs an army of modern day warriors who will take the field and fight for him. Will you go?
Conclusion
I believe the success of Booth’s mission can be traced back to a time before the Salvation Army was born, where as a young man working in what we would now call a Cash Converters second hand shop, he witnessed first-hand the plight of the poor – people selling wedding rings to put food on the table and clothes on their kid’s backs.

Booth slipped out the back of the shop, dropped to his knees and surrendering his life into the Lord’s hands. He said, “God shall have all there is of William Booth”. God had a man who would fight for the least, the last and the lost.
God needs all there is of us today. To enlist in the war. To choose to say “I’ll fight, and I’ll fight for the salvation of the least, the last and the lost.”
So let me ask you some questions. 

1. Is the spirit of the Lord upon you?

2. Has he sent you to share the good news, to bind up the broken hearted and tell them of God’s love and favour?

Today, you have the opportunity to sign a Covenant Card, celebrating 150 years of Salvation Army service. There are two cards – a red card for adults, and a yellow card with more child friendly wording. The adult card says:

Today I choose to reaffirm my covenant with God:
· I confirm that Jesus Christ is my Lord and Saviour

· I desire to build his kingdom through The Salvation Army

· I’ll fight for the salvation of the least, the last and the lost.

The children’s card picks up on our story from earlier, and says that you want to fight for Jesus by being bold and helping others to follow Him.

As we watch a video, I ask you to consider your response:

· 
Can you confirm that Jesus Christ is your Lord and Saviour? If you don’t have a relationship with Jesus and have never experienced his grace and forgiveness, please come forward and kneel up the front and someone will pray with you.

· 
Do you desire to build his kingdom through The Salvation Army? An army needs soldiers. Is God prompting you to consider becoming a Salvation Army soldier? An army also needs officers. Is God calling you to offer yourself for fulltime service as an officer?

· 
Will you fight for the salvation of the people you come in contact with? How important to you are your friends and family members? How hard will you fight?

Please listen to God, and if you want to, come forward and sign a card as we watch the video.
[Show video clip – I’ll fight (included in sermon video]
[Response Time]
6. Benediction

Some men’s ambition is art,

Some men’s ambition is fame,

Some men’s ambition is gold

But my ambition is the souls of men.
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� Traditionally, people thought they were 19 and 20. It is now believed they were 20 and 21.
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