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___________________________________________________________________________________
REMINDER OF CONFERENCE EARLY REGISTRATION DEADLINES 

AND REQUEST FOR SUBMISSIONS
IUFRO Working Party 2.02.15

The Breeding and Genetic Resources of Five-Needle Pines

Conference in the Southern Carpathians
Vãliug, Romania, Sept. 19-23, 2006
Hosted and Organised by Forest Research and Management Institute of Bucharest, Romania, and
The International Union of Forest Research Organisations:  Breeding and genetic resources of five-needle pines Working Unit (2.02.15)

To Date: 
The International Union of Forest Research Organisation’s Breeding and Genetic Resources of five-needle pines Working Unit (2.02.15) will be hosted by Forest Research and Management Institute of Bucharest, Romania.  So far we are expecting up to 50 attendees and we have about 12 confirmed papers.  We would like to remind interested parties about the May 31 deadline for registration.  We would also like to inform those who are thinking of attending that we have open slots for another 12 papers and additional room for posters.  Abstract submission has now been moved to June 30.
Please pass on this notice to colleagues working with five-needle pines (we would like to update the email database for researchers working on topics related to this Working Group), and visit our website at: http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hre/iufro06/index.htm
Important dates

January 31: 
second announcement and opening the Conference website;

April 15:
third announcement;
May 31: 
deadline for registration;
June 30: 
abstract submission; deadline for Euro currency transfer and hotel reservation which is made by the local organizer based upon your request;

July 31: 
last announcement;

August 20: 
fee cancellation and refunding.

Call for Paper and Poster Summaries
Authors should conform to Guidelines for Abstracts and Manuscripts presented below.  Please send abstracts to:-

Dr. I. Blada: e-mail: ioan_blada@yahoo.com and cc. Lesley.McKnight@gov.bc.ca. 

If the number of papers submitted exceeds the allocated number of slots, the Scientific Committee will select oral contributions based upon relevance to the conference theme and scientific merit, whilst others will be presented in poster form.  Abstracts of all papers and posters will be available in both printed and electronic format.
Guidelines for Abstracts
Follow this example in preparing your abstract.  All abstracts must be written in English and submitted electronically as a Microsoft Word document and must conform to the following guidelines:

- Paper size: Letter (22 cm x 28 cm);

- Margins 2.5 cm on all sides;

- Font: Times New Roman 12 pt.;

- Length: all text (title, authors and affiliations, and body of abstract) must fit on one page (approximately 500 words);

- Title and authors names centered and capitalize first letter in each word.  The title and the author’s name making the presentation should be bold;

- Body of abstract should be single spaced and fully justified (aligned on left and right side).

The abstracts must be emailed as an attachment (Microsoft Word document) to 

Ioan Blada (ioan_blada@yahoo.com) and Lesley McKnight (Lesley.McKnight@gov.bc.ca) by June 30, 2006.

Please indicate together with the abstract the thematic area to which your contribution belongs.  You should also indicate whether you prefer to present: oral presentation, 15-20 minutes long (including 3-5 minutes for discussion); poster presentation, posters should be prepared to occupy a space not exceeding 90 by 120 cm (portrait).
Guidelines for Manuscripts

The paper format and citations must comply with the published Proceedings of the Medford, Oregon, 2001 Conference.  (See: www.fs.fed.us/rm/pubs/rmrs_p032.html).

The authors must bring the full papers to the Conference Registration Desk, in both printed and electronic format (one CD or two floppy disks).  The Proceedings will include copies of the presented papers, abstracts of posters and the list of participants.  The preferred deadline for submission of manuscripts is September 18, i.e. at the start of the Conference.

Speaker Information

To present a paper or a poster you must submit an abstract by June 30, 2006.  See guidelines for posters and papers for details.
Oral Presenters

· E-mail or fax your short bio to 

·  Lesley.McKnight@gov.bc.ca and Violeta Tiron office@icas.ro.

· Paper submissions should be handed in to the registration desk on a CD or two floppy disks.  Please name the presentation with your last name and the first two words of the title of the paper.

· Papers should be formatted as recommended in the guidelines for manuscripts and abstracts.

· All oral presentations will be in power point, only.

· Please indicate together with the abstract the thematic area to which your contribution belongs.  You should also indicate whether you prefer to present: an oral presentation, 15-20 minutes long (including 3-5 minutes for discussion); a poster presentation, posters should be prepared to occupy a space not exceeding 90 by 120 cm (portrait).

Confirmation

After receiving your Registration Form and Fee, the Conference Secretary will send you a Confirmation Receipt which you should present on arrival at the Conference Registration Desk.

Cancellation Policy

In the event the Registration must be cancelled, written notification should be sent to the Conference Secretary.  The following cancellation fees will be deducted before refunding:

For Registration:
Cancellation received on or before before Aug. 20, 2006






amount paid minus 60 US＄ and bank charge.
Cancellation received after Aug. 20, 2006 






50% of the payment and bank charge.
Climate and Clothing

Romania has all four seasons.  September is the best month for excursions as it is neither too hot nor too cool.  During the day, the temperature varies between 10 to 25 Celsius, and during the night between 5 and 15 Celsius degrees.  The weather is not very rainy but rain could occur.  As the participants are mostly travelling and walking, the local organizers suggest the following:

· take with you normal but not too heavy sports clothes that one uses when walking on mountains, such as, boots, rainwear, medium warm clothing and perhaps an umbrella;

· because we are working somewhere inside the forest and generally are walking through the forest, do not take with you smart clothes;

· because we will travel a lot not only on good asphalted roads and not only by bus but also by different kinds of cars, sometimes small ones, do not take with you heavy luggage which could cause inconvenience even in large cities like Bucharest or Timisoara; instead, a good rucksack would be more comfortable for you.
The Conference Route:
(See the Conference Trip Route Map posted on the web site).
Travel Information

Please see the following for travel information including:

1) Passports and Visas


 www.mae.ro   http://www.romaniatourism.com/
2) Traveler’s Checks and Credit Cards
 http://www.romaniatourism.com/
3) Currency Exchange


 http://www.xe.com/ucc/full.shtml
4) Electrical Current


 http://www.romaniatourism.com/
5) Climate




 http://www.romaniatourism.com/
6) Insurance




 obtain insurance in your own country
7) Flights




www.tarom.ro; www.aerotim.ro 
Conference organizers will not accept responsibility for individual, medical, travel or personal insurance.  Participants are advised to take out their own insurance policies.
Venue
Hotel Claris, Valiug www.hotel-claris.ro 


Phone: +4 0255 220680, Mobile: 0788 185 344
The Claris Hotel is situated at an altitude of 700m in the resort of Crivaia, on the shore of the artificial Valiug / Gozna Lake, surrounded by hundreds of hectares of beech forests.  Consequently, the fresh air concentration reaches a record value in the region and even Europe.  The Claris Hotel, recently built in a modern style, offers a particular opportunity to spend your holiday in a wild yet quiet environment.  Forests, lakes, rivers, solitude and the hospitality of the people, are the main local attractions.
Accommodation

The hotel can accommodate 80 people in rooms with 2, 3 and 4 beds.  Most of the rooms have a balcony/ terrace.  All rooms have satellite TV, and bathroom with hot water.  The hotel has a restaurant with approximately 160 seats, and a conference hall with about 60 seats.

The hotel prices are as follows: Double room, 2nd category 55 RON ($20; 15 €); Double room, 1st category 65 RON ($24; 20 €); Apartment 80 RON ($28; 22 €). For further information, please see the Accommodation Information page on the web site.
NOTE: because our prices are extremely low, the breakfast cost was not included.

Directions to the Claris Hotel:

Sunday 17: (arrival on this day is strongly recommended):

1) Participants arriving at the Timisoara (Traian Vuia) International Airport will be met by the organizers.  A IUFRO sign will be placed near the information desk and at the exit.  The participants will be picked up and accommodated at the Timisoara or Aurora hotels.
Monday 18: 

7:30-8:00 breakfast (at hotel) included;

8:00-10:00 Participants departure/arrival at Valiug.  During this journey (about 135 km) the Banat Region, including Resita a very old industrial town, will be crossed.  Expected arrival time at Vãliug is about 10:00.
10:00-12:00: Accommodation at the Claris Hotel and registration.
(2) Participants arriving at Bucharest Sunday 17:
The participants who have better flight connections via Bucharest Henry Coanda (Otopeni) International Airport could use this alternative but arrival on Sunday 17 is strongly recommended. 

NOTE:  Because the Timisoara is the main arrival gate there will NOT be any organized transportation between Bucharest and Resita.  Each participant arriving at Bucharest has to travel to Resita by train on his / her own.  However, the organizers will help the participants to get from the airport to the railway station and offer their services to book in advance train tickets to Resita Sud. 
The organizers will wait for participants at the airport just in front of the exit (there is only one exit) and take them to the North Railway Station (Gara de Nord in Romanian).  A IUFRO notice will be placed there and written text with more details will be left at the Information Desk on the 1st floor.

If an unforeseen situation occurs, the participants should know how to get from the airport to the North Railway Station (Gara de Nord) where the train can be taken in order to get to the Resita Sud Railway Station and then to Valiug / Claris Hotel by a shuttle bus provided by the organizers.  The following information is useful: 

(1) From the airport, take a taxi directly to the North Railway Station (Gara de Nord) where the train to Resita Sud should be taken.  Just outside in front of the airport ask for the Taxi EUROFLY Company and they (the controller) will get a taxi.  This company belongs to the airport and it is much more sure than the private drivers.  They record exactly the kilometers and give you an official invoice of about 60 RON (Romanian currency), i.e. about $23.  The private taxi drivers are not honest with you.

(2) Outside the airport, near the exit there is a small cabin where you have to pay about $4 for a return ticket.  Take a shuttle bus from airport to the University or International Hotel (get off there) which are just in the downtown area, 18 Km from the airport. 

- then from in front of the University, take the trolleybus No. 85 to the North Railway Station (Gara de Nord, in Romanian) (about 20 minutes);

- take the fast night train (sleeper car recommended) No. R695 to Resita Sud (this is the only through train to Resita): departure at 22:45; arrival at Resita South at 6:35 a.m.  At present, the tickets costs are: $50 sleeper car class 1 with two beds inside, $30 sleeper car class 2 with three beds inside, $27 class 1 and $20 class 2.  The distance to Resita Sud is 480 km.

- Tickets (sleeper, class 1 or 2) will be booked in advance by the organizers but the ticket cost should be sent concomitantly with the participation fee. 
- Someone from the Local Organizing Committee will wait for you at the Resita South (Sud) Railway Station which is the last stop of the train.  The organiszer’s shuttle bus will take you to the Claris Hotel, near Valiug.  (Attention:  Do not get off at the Resita Nord Railway Station).
- At about 8:00 a.m. the participants will arrive and be accommodated at the Claris Hotel.

 - The participants should arrive at Bucharest on Sunday 17, otherwise the program of Monday 18 or even that of Tuesday 19 will be missed.

Monday 18: 

08:00-12:00: Accommodation at the Claris Hotel and registration.
12:00-13:00: Lunch on your own.  Participants via Timisoara and Bucharest together).

The first field trip (Monday 18, afternoon): 

13:00-15:00:  Visit the Pinus strobus x P. wallichiana F1 hybrid factorial trial at age 19 years after planting.  The trial is only 3 km from the hotel.

15:00-19:00:  Visit a natural beech population (2 km from the hotel).
19:00-21:00:  Dinner offered by local forestry organizations.
NOTE: the Conference can be finished on September 23 only if the above proposed schedule for Sunday and Monday are followed. 

Forest Research and Management Institute
The Forest Research and Management Institute (ICAS) was established in the year 1933, and it is located at Bucharest, Romania.  The ICAS is a sub-unit of the TROMSILVA, i.e the National Forest Administration.  Its current activity consists in fundamental and applied research-in the following fields: silviculture, forest genetics, biometry, forest protection, ecology, eco-physiology, pedology, GIS activities, game and wildlife management, forest management planning and forest management projection.

The institute has about 160 employees of which 80 are scientist-researchers.
Invitations

Upon request, the Organizing Committee will send to participants an official letter of invitation to the conference.  This invitation is intended only to help the participant to obtain visa and travel funds and does not constitute any commitment on the part of the organizers to provide any financial support or to let him / her enter the country for other reasons than attendance at the conference.  Requests should be addressed to Miss Violeta Tiron.

Sponsors 

1)
The National Forest Administration (ROMSILVA);

2)
Forest Research and Management Institute (ICAS);

3)
Forest State Administration of the Caras Severin County and Valiug and Caransebes Forest Districts;

4)
Forest State Administration of the Timis County and Cosava Forest District ; 
Forest State Administration of the Alba Iulia County and Cugir Forest District; 

Forest State Administration of the Sibiu County and Rasinari Forest District;
5)
S. C. REGFOR MUNTEANU Borsa.
Local Organising Committee

Dr. Ioan Blada, Dr. R. Tomescu, Eng., Gh. Dima, Dr. F. Popescu, Dr. F. Borlea, Eng., Dr. I. Adam, A. Ilica and Miss V. Tiron.
Technical Committee
Dr. S.E. Schlarbaum (USA), Dr. J.N. King (Canada), Dr. R.A. Sniezko (USA), Dr. I. Blada (Romania), Dr. R.Th. Klumpp (Austria), Dr. F. Popescu (Romania), Dr. D. Politov (Russia), Dr. Huo-Ran Wang (China).
	Contact details
	Information contact

	Local contact: Dr. Ioan Blada,
	Violeta Tiron office@icas.ro 

	Sos. Stefanesti 128, Post Office 11,
	Registration contact

	P.O. Box 11.04, Sector 2, Romania.
	Lesley.McKnight@gov.bc.ca 

	Tel/Fax: +4 021 350 32 45.
	Technical committee contact

	e-mail: ioan_blada@yahoo.com 
	John.King@gov.bc.ca 


Conference web site
http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hre/iufro06/index.htm 
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