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Summary:  

The RSGB believes that there is a good case for allowing Radio Amateurs who have not previously had the opportunity of selecting their own Call Signs, to do so, under certain conditions.  This facility has been available to recently-licensed radio amateurs in the UK, and to amateurs in other jurisdictions.  We consider that the mechanism for carrying out this proposal could be readily implemented by the Radiocommunications Agency (RA), and that the Radio Licensing Centre (RLC) already has appropriate facilities at its disposal.   

The benefit to the Amateur Radio community would be that the highest grade of licensees, who have completed the most advanced course of study and competence, would be rewarded for their achievement.  The benefit to the community at large is that Radio Amateurs would be further encouraged to reach this higher level, thus increasing the general knowledge of electronics, telecommunications and related subjects.

Contact information:  

Amateur Radio Development Committee (Licence Conditions)

Radio Society of Great Britain

Lambda House

Cranbourne Road

Potters Bar, Herts EN6 3JE

0870 904 7373

ardc@rsgb.org.uk

Abbreviations

The following abbreviations are used within the context of Call Sign description:

*
 regional identifier (D for Isle of Man, E for England, I for Northern Ireland, 

J for Jersey, M for Scotland, U for Guernsey, W for Wales)


n
any number 0 - 9


a
any letter A-Z

Background

The UK licensing authorities have allocated Call Signs to radio amateurs from the beginning of the twentieth century.  Since the late 1920s, they have been required to follow international rules for the formation of such Call Signs -- see Appendix 1, “ITU - Identification of Stations.”  The ITU rules specify:

(a) The prefixes to be used.  The UK is allocated GAA-GZZ, MAA-MZZ and 2AA-2ZZ (plus some others which are reserved for current and former dependent territories).  

(b) The way in which amateur Call Signs are to be constructed.  In summary, the possibilities used in the UK mean that the following have been allocations for stations operated by individuals:  G*naa, G*naaa, M*naaa, 2*naaa.

Thus, Call Signs of the type G5XX, G3ABC, M5XYZ and 2E0JKL are currently in use.  The regional identifier is not used in the case of stations located in England, except for stations allocated a Call Sign in the 2*naaa series, where the letter “E” is used.

Not all allowable possibilities have been used for amateur radio Call Sign formats.  For example, there have been no licences issued using Call Signs in the series G7aa and M0aa (such as G7ZZ and M0PP).  The unused allocation could be used in future as part of a new Call Sign series.

Before the second World War, Call Signs were issued in the formats G*2aa, G*3aa, G*4aa, G*5aa, G*6aa and G*8aa, sometimes with the last two letters selected by the licensee.  Post-war Call Signs have been issued sequentially, in several series.  For Full and Novice (Intermediate) Call Signs, the number in the Call Sign indicates the class of licence.  Class A Full licensees have been allocated G*0aaa, G*2aaa, G*3aaa, G*4aaa, M*0aaa and M*5aaa (plus G*5aaa, now withdrawn).  Class B Full licensees have been allocated G*1aaa, G*6aaa, G*7aaa, G*8aaa and M*1aaa.  Class A Novice/Intermediate licensees have been allocated 2*0aaa and Class B Novice/Intermediate licensees 2*1aaa.  Foundation licensees have been allocated M*3aaa.

Since just over a year ago, increased flexibility of the allocation procedure has meant that licensees have been able to choose their own Call Signs.  A new licensee has been able to choose from any available Call Sign in the current series for the class of licence in question.  For example, at present, a Foundation licensee can choose from any Call Sign in the M*3aaa series that has not been allocated.

Generally, once a Call Sign has been allocated, it cannot be changed.  Exceptionally, a licensee is required to obtain a new Call Sign when qualifying for another class of licence.  So a Foundation licensee might change the Call Sign MW3YYY to 2W0TTT on obtaining an Intermediate licence.  The mechanism for carrying out a Call Sign change is already available at RLC.

Reasoning behind this Proposal 

The focus of the UK licensing system is the promotion of learning and experimentation.  The first paragraph of the amateur radio licence itself states that the purpose of the service is “self-training in communication … which … includes technical investigations.”  An integral part of the approach is that an amateur is encouraged to acquire more knowledge and skill, partly based on study, and partly based on experimentation of all kinds.

The licence structure is intended to encourage and reward such activities.  The three levels of licensing (Foundation, Intermediate and Full) offer gradually increasing privileges.  At the lower level, the facilities are a considerable step above a Citizen’s Band licence, but nonetheless commensurate with the limited knowledge that has been gained.  At the top level, an amateur may transmit at high power, with the possibilities of using a wide range of frequencies and experimenting with home-constructed equipment and antennas.

In the area of Call Signs, radio amateurs with the most qualifications and experience could claim to have been neglected compared to those less-qualified.  Many holders of a Full licence consider that they ought to have the same privilege as their recently-licensed colleagues, that is, of selecting a Call Sign that they find desirable.  Any radio amateur licensed before 2000 has been unable to exercise this choice.  Implementation of this proposal would rectify that situation.

The proposal goes further, by suggesting that those amateurs with the highest possible qualification, and a suitable period of experience, should be able to apply for a more desirable Call Sign under certain conditions.  In this way, an additional layer of attractiveness will attach to the highest achievement.  It will also be a further encouragement to amateurs to strive for the top level attainable.

An amateur Call Sign is considered to be more “desirable” in several ways.  An operator might believe that certain letters or phonetics sound clearer when signals are weak or in interference.  A morse enthusiast would perhaps consider that some characters are easier to read in poor conditions.  Some would simply say that a Call Sign containing their own initials or name is more distinctive on the air.

However, the most desirable attribute of a Call Sign is that it is as short as reasonably possible.  Many aspects of the amateur radio experience are competitive, and a short Call Sign will get through more quickly than a longer one, for a perceived advantage.  Of course, the prestige associated with a shorter Call Sign should not be ignored; this aspect is more likely to be significant internationally, where such Call Signs have always been associated with top-class operators and experimenters.

The Radiocommunications Agency has allowed “contest” Call Signs to be issued over the last few years, which has provided some experience in the UK.  These are only allocated to clubs, as an alternative to the normal Call Sign, and are in the form G*na or M*na, for example, G8B or MM3P.  Their use is restricted to the duration of a small number of international amateur radio contests, and they have become very popular.  There is no doubt that their brevity and distinctiveness have added to the competitiveness of UK clubs internationally since their introduction.

This proposal is intended to apply to individual rather than club licensees.  It is also suggested that the new Call Sign would be a replacement for the existing Call Sign, to be used whenever the station is identified.  A similar system has been in force in the USA since 1996, and is considered a great success by radio amateurs as well as the Federal Communications Commission.

The Proposal in Detail

(a) Eligibility

We consider it important to make the scheme available only to those who have achieved the highest qualification available to UK licensees.  It might be advisable to restrict applications to those who have held a Full licence for a certain length of time, if it is thought that there would be an overload of the issuing authorities.  This would also add to the perceived desirability of the new Call Signs.

Our proposal is:

Any radio amateur who holds a Full Class A licence at time of application, and who has held a Full (A or B) licence for five years or more, is eligible to apply for a self-selected Call Sign to replace the existing Call Sign.  The scheme is not available for Club Licences.

(b)
Method and Cost 

We envisage a one time fee, perhaps £15 - £25, to finance the scheme and discourage frivolous applications.  Subsequent renewal would be at the same cost as a normal licence.  A new Form will be created: see Appendix 2 for suggestions as to the content.  

We suggest that an applicant submit a list, in order, of up to ten Call Signs that he is prepared to accept.  The person processing the application will enter each Call Sign in order into the computer, and reject unavailable or ineligible Call Signs.  When an available and valid Call Sign is found this will be allocated to the applicant.  

Our proposal is:

Applications must be made on a Form (to be designed).  A fee of £15 must be included with the Form.  The applicant may request up to ten Call Signs that he is prepared to accept, and they will be checked in order for availability.  An incorrectly completed Form, or one for which no available or valid Call Sign can be allocated, will be returned with no action.

(c)
Implementation Date

It is suggested that the first self-selected licence applications be processed on 1 November 2002.  This will allow time for the proposals to be discussed, and for any necessary software and administrative changes to be completed.  Measures need to be in place to cope with the initial expected demand, and perhaps applicants might include a stamped postcard if they want to be sure their application has arrived.  

Our proposal is:

Applications for a self-selected Call Sign may be submitted at any time.  Applications received on or before 1 November 2002 will be dealt with as if they had been received on 1 November 2002.  Each day’s applications will be dealt with before the next day’s, and each day’s applications will be processed in random order.

(d) Call Signs to be made Available

We suggest that the scheme should allow only previously unissued Call Signs to be applied for; there would still be plenty of choice.  This will avoid any problems with deciding how long to wait before reissuing a Call Sign, and how to verify when a Call Sign was previously relinquished.  

Amateurs may wish to apply for a Call Sign which is the same length as the one they currently hold, which will most likely be G*naaa or M*naaa.  We therefore propose that the following series be made available:

G*2SAA - G*2ZZZ

G*5AAA - G*5ZZZ (previously some issued, but now withdrawn)

G*9AAA - G*9ZZZ

M*8AAA - M*8ZZZ

M*9AAA - M*9ZZZ

Most amateurs will want a shorter Call Sign, and we propose the following formats:

G*0AA - G*0ZZ

G*1AA - G*1ZZ

G*7AA - G*7ZZ

G*9AA - G*9ZZ

M*nAA - M*nZZ, where n can be any digit except 2

It is reasonable for amateurs outside England to want a four-character Call Sign, and we could accommodate them by making available the following series:

2*na

which would provide Call Signs such as 2W3X or 2U5Y.  Since there are only 260 possibilities, we propose that only existing holders of GD, GI, GJ, GM, GU, GW, MD, MI, MJ, MM, MU and  MW Call Signs may apply. Of course, if they subsequently move to England, their Calls would become (for example) 2E3X or 2E5Y.

Therefore the proposal is:

All applicants may ask for Call Signs in the following series:

G*2SAA--G*2ZZZ, G*5AAA--G*5ZZZ, G*9AAA--G*9ZZZ, M*8AAA--M*8ZZZ, M*9AAA--M*9ZZZ

G*0AA--G*0ZZ, G*1AA--G*0ZZ, G*7AA--G*7ZZ, G*9AA--G*9ZZ

M*0AA--M*0ZZ, M*1AA--M*1ZZ, M*3AA--M*3ZZ, M*4AA--M*4ZZ, M*5AA--M*5ZZ, 

M*6AA--M*6ZZ, M*7AA--M*7ZZ, M*8AA--M*8ZZ, M*9AA--M*9ZZ

Applicants with GD, GI, GJ, GM, GU, GW, MD, MI, MJ, MM, MU, MW Call Signs may ask for:

2*0A--2*0Z, 2*1A--2*1Z, 2*2A--2*2Z, 2*3A--2*3Z, 2*4A--2*4Z, 2*5A--2*5Z, 2*6A--2*6Z, 

2*7A--2*7Z, 2*8A--2*8Z, 2*9A--2*9Z

Appendix 1

International Telecommunications Union

ARTICLE S19 

Identification of Stations 

Section III – Formation of call signs

S19.45    § 21    1) The twenty-six letters of the alphabet, as well as digits in the cases specified below, may be used to form call signs. Accented letters are excluded.

S19.46                 2) However, the following combinations shall not be used as call signs:

S19.47               a) combinations which might be confused with distress signals or with other signals of a similar nature;

S19.48            b) combinations reserved for the abbreviations to be used in the radiocommunication services (see Recommendation ITU-R M.1172).

S19.49                c) for amateur stations, combinations commencing with a digit when the second character is the letter O or the letter I.

S19.50    § 22 Call signs in the international series are formed as indicated in Nos. S19.51 to S19.71. The first two characters shall be two letters or a letter followed by a digit or a digit followed by a letter. The first two characters or in certain cases the first character of a call sign constitute the nationality identification4 .

S19.67   Amateur and experimental stations

S19.68    § 30     1)

– one character (see No. S19.50.1) and a single digit (other than 0 or 1), followed by a group of not more than three letters, or

– two characters and a single digit (other than 0 or 1), followed by a group of not more than three letters.

S19.69      2) However, the prohibition of the use of the digits 0 and 1 does not apply to amateur stations.

Appendix 2

Application for a self-selected Call Sign

INFORMATION FROM THE CURRENT VALIDATION DOCUMENT:

Name

Address

Current Call Sign (this must be a Full Class A Call Sign)

Number on Validation Document

OTHER INFORMATION:

Telephone

Email

Date of this application

Date on which you obtained a Full (A or B) Licence (enter “before 1990” if applicable)

(this must be at least five years before date of this application)

Enclosed Cheque/Credit Card details

CALL SIGN SELECTION:

Enter the Call Signs which you are prepared to accept.

Number 1 is the most desirable, 2 is the next most desirable, and so on.

You can enter any number of Call Signs from one to ten.

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	

	7
	

	8
	

	9
	

	10
	


[Repeat rules for Call Sign selection]

Declaration and signature
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