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Form M1
Your Wills
	· You live in BC. This document follows BC laws.

· You have a spouse, and you and your spouse both want to make a will. Fill out the form together to create both your wills at the same time.
· You want to name each other as executor and beneficiary. 

· You don’t have children.
· If you die together, or if your spouse dies before you, you have one alternate beneficiary. If this person is underage when your main beneficiary dies before you (or at the same time as you), your executor will hold your estate in trust for this person until he or she is 19 years old. The child can benefit from the trust while underage.
If this doesn’t describe you, go to “Make a will” on MyLawBC.com and start again.
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Important: This form will only work in Microsoft Word. If it says “Protected View” in a yellow banner at the top, click on “Enable Editing” so that you can start. Your wills are located after this form. As you type, press tab on your keyboard (not enter or return) to go to the next grey box and to update the will. To go to a previous box, press shift + tab (at the same time) or use your mouse to click on any box. If you change your answer, press tab again. The words in blue are defined on the very last page.
	INFORMATION ABOUT YOU
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Spouse 1:
	First name:
     
	Middle name(s):
     
	Last name:
     

	
	Nickname (Fill this in if you usually go by a first name that’s different from your legal first name):
     

	
	If you own property (land, house, condo), check the title to see how you listed your full name. If it’s in any way different from what you filled in above, list it here:
     

	
	Gender (M/F): (The words he/his/him or she/her are used in the will. Whenever this form asks for the person’s gender, you can choose to leave it blank; the person’s full name will be repeated instead.)
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Spouse 2:
	First name:
     
	Middle name(s):
     
	Last name:
     

	
	Nickname (Fill this in if you usually go by a first name that’s different from your legal first name):
     

	
	If you own property (land, house, condo), check the title to see how you listed your full name. If it’s in any way different from what you filled in above, list it here:
     

	
	Gender (M/F): (The words he/his/him or she/her are used in the will. Whenever this form asks for the person’s gender, you can choose to leave it blank; the person’s full name will be repeated instead.)


	Street address:
	     

	Town/city:
	     , British Columbia


	BACKUP EXECUTOR
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The backup executor must be 19 or over when you die (or probate may be delayed) and preferably living in BC.


	Full legal name:
     

	Both of you must answer the following:

Spouse 1 ( STYLEREF "LSSFullNameS1" \* Charformat ): The backup executor is my ________ (nephew, sister, friend, etc.):
     

	Spouse 2 ( STYLEREF "LSSFullNameS2" \* Charformat): The backup executor is my ________ (nephew, sister-in-law, friend, etc.):
     

	Town/city: 
     
	Province/state:
     
	Country if outside of Canada:
     


	PERSONAL BELONGINGS AND GIFTS
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You have four options:

· [image: image9.png]


You can simply let your spouse, as your executor and beneficiary, decide what to do with all of your personal belongings. Your will won’t mention what to do with your belongings because they fall into the residue. However, if your spouse isn’t alive when you die, the backup executor will give them to your alternate beneficiary. If he or she doesn’t want them, the executor will sell or donate them.

	· You can list gifts of specific items right in your will. A gift of money should be less than $10,000.

· You can give separate instructions to your spouse and backup executor instead, by writing a letter. This is what most people do. The will mentions that you’ve provided separate instructions.

· You can do both, listing your most valuable items in the will and less valuable items in a separate letter.
	If you want people to receive specific items: Note that instructions in a will are legally binding, so if you want to make a change, you’ll have to follow a formal legal procedure or make a new will. The big advantage of a letter is that you can change it easily at any time. However, since your wishes aren’t in your will, your executor and beneficiary don’t have to follow them, but it’s very unlikely you’ve chosen an executor or beneficiary who would go against your wishes.


	SPOUSE 1 ( STYLEREF "LSSFullNameS1" \* Upper )

	What would you like to do?  
The next section is for those who want to list items in the will. Make sure your spouse doesn’t include the same item(s) in his or her will. Do not list your house (or condo, apartment, or other real estate). If there’s a chance that the item won’t be paid off when you die (such as a car), the person receiving the item is expected to pay off the loan. If you’d like the estate to pay it off instead, answer yes to “Estate to pay loan?”

	
	Description (in enough detail to help your executor identify it)
	(nephew, sister, friend, etc.)
	Full legal name
	Gender
(M/F)
	Estate to pay loan?

	1
	I give      
	to my      
	     
	
	

	2
	I give      
	to my      
	     
	
	

	3
	I give      
	to my      
	     
	
	

	Would you like your estate to pay for any packing, delivery, and insurance costs? If you keep this blank, the person receiving the gift (the beneficiary of the gift) is expected to pay.



	SPOUSE 2 ( STYLEREF "LSSFullNameS2" \* Upper )

	What would you like to do?  
The next section is for those who want to list items in the will. Make sure your spouse doesn’t include the same item(s) in his or her will. Do not list your house (or condo, apartment, or other real estate). If there’s a chance that the item won’t be paid off when you die (such as a car), the person receiving the item is expected to pay off the loan. If you’d like the estate to pay it off instead, answer yes to “Estate to pay loan?”

	
	Description (in enough detail to help your executor identify it)
	(nephew, sister, friend, etc.)
	Full legal name
	Gender
(M/F)
	Estate to pay loan?

	1
	I give      
	to my      
	     
	
	

	2
	I give      
	to my      
	     
	
	

	3
	I give      
	to my      
	     
	
	

	Would you like your estate to pay for any packing, delivery, and insurance costs? If you keep this blank, the person receiving the gift (the beneficiary of the gift) is expected to pay.



Note: If at any time you decide to change one of your answers,
press tab on your keyboard a few times afterwards to update the will.
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	PROPERTY

	· If you and your spouse own a house (or a condo, an apartment, or other real estate) together in joint tenancy and one of you dies, it will get transferred to the other spouse without having to go through probate.

· If the house is under your name only and not your spouse’s, the house will fall into the residue of your estate when you die. (The house will become part of the probate application.) Your spouse is the beneficiary of the residue.
· If you and your spouse die together, the house will fall into the residue of the estate of whoever’s on the title. The house becomes part of both your estates if it’s in both your names, or just your estate if it’s only you. Your alternate beneficiary will receive the residue.


	ALTERNATE BENEFICIARY

	Your beneficiary — in your case, your spouse — gets the residue of the estate. You also need to name one alternate beneficiary in case your spouse dies before you do or at the same time.


	Full legal name:
     
	Gender (M/F):


	Both of you must answer the following:

Spouse 1 ( STYLEREF "LSSFullNameS1" \* Charformat ): The alternate beneficiary is my ________ (nephew, sister, friend, etc.):
     

	Spouse 2 ( STYLEREF "LSSFullNameS2" \* Charformat): The alternate beneficiary is my ________ (nephew, sister-in-law, friend, etc.):
     

	Town/city: 
     
	Province/state:
     
	Country if outside of Canada:
     


	FUNERAL WISHES

	You may simply want your executor (your spouse if he or she survives you) and family to make decisions about your burial and funeral for you, but you do have other options:
· List your decisions right into the will. Let your family know they should read the will before they make any funeral arrangements, as arrangements are often made before anyone looks at the will. (Note: Instructions in your will can’t be changed unless you follow a formal legal procedure or make a new will.) Make sure you give your backup executor a copy of your will after you sign it just in case you and your spouse both die together.

· If you haven’t decided yet on what you’d like, give a letter to your spouse and backup executor later on when you’ve made up your mind. You can change the letter at any time.


	SPOUSE 1 ( STYLEREF "LSSFullNameS1" \* Upper )

	Would you like to put funeral wishes in your will?
	


	If you answered yes, fill in the following section:

	Would you like to be cremated or buried?
	

	If you want to be cremated and have specific wishes for your ashes, complete this sentence:
	I want my ashes disposed of      .

	List the service or event that you’d like after you die, such as a funeral, wake, memorial service, and/or celebration of life. (You can list more than one. If you have extra instructions, include these in a letter to your spouse and backup executor.)
	I want a       to be organized by my executor.

	You don’t want any service or event held after you die:
	


	SPOUSE 2 ( STYLEREF "LSSFullNameS2" \* Upper )

	Would you like to put funeral wishes in your will?
	


	If you answered yes, fill in the following section:

	Would you like to be cremated or buried?
	

	If you want to be cremated and have specific wishes for your ashes, complete this sentence:
	I want my ashes disposed of      .

	List the service or event that you’d like after you die, such as a funeral, wake, memorial service, and/or celebration of life. (You can list more than one. If you have extra instructions, include these in a letter to your spouse and backup executor.)
	I want a       to be organized by my executor.

	You don’t want any service or event held after you die:
	


Your wills are located after this page.

Final instructions and definitions are at the very end of this document.
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Press tab on your keyboard a few times to update the wills.
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1.
This is the last Will of me,            ,      IF <> "     " " also known as         ," 

 IF      <> "     " " also known as   ," 
 currently of      ,      , British Columbia.

Revocation of prior wills

2.
I cancel all of my previous wills including any changes or amendments I’ve made to those wills. 

Definitions and interpretation

3.
The following words have the following meanings in this Will:

a)
“Articles” means all of my personal property and household goods, which includes any art, heirlooms, and collectibles and auto​mobiles, marine vessels, and the like and accessories to them that I own when I die;

b)
“Trustee” means both the executor of this Will and the trustee of my estate          “

 SET ClosingQ "\”" ”

 IF  <> "          " " and any reference to the Trustee, such as female IF  = "male" "“he,” “his,” or “him,”" 

 IF female = "female"  "“she” or “her,”" 
“she” or “her,”
 includes all genders" 
; and
c)
“decide(s)” means the person uses his or her good judgment and makes reasonable decisions that are allowed by law.

4.
Headings in bold are in this document to make this Will easier to read. The Will can be read without the headings.

Appointment of Executor and Trustee

5.
a)
I name my spouse,             (“      IF  <> "     "          
     
”), to be the Executor and Trustee of my estate;

b)
If       IF  <> "     "          
     
 dies before me or isn’t alive on the fifth day after my death, or if            IF  = "          "       IF  <> "     "          
     
 female IF  = "male" he she 
she
 
     
 doesn’t want to take on the responsibility or can’t act or it’s not possible for            IF  = "          "       IF  <> "     "          
     
 female IF  = "male" him her 
her
 
     
 to continue to act for whatever reason, then I appoint my      ,      , currently of      ,       IF  <> "     " "  , " 

 IF       <> "     " "  , " 
to act as my Executor and Trustee.

ADMINISTRATION OF MY ESTATE
Trustee to administer my estate

6.
I give my Trustee all the assets that I own when I die to manage as I direct in this Will. In managing my estate, my Trustee may convert or retain my estate as described in paragraph 9 of this Will.

7.
I direct my Trustee, after all my assets are under            IF  = "          " "my Trustee’s" female IF  = "male" his her 
her
 
my Trustee’s
 care and control,

Debts to be paid from my estate

a)
to pay out of my estate

i)
my debts,

ii)
my funeral and other expenses related to this Will and to my death, and

iii)
all duties and taxes on everything I own and that gets passed on when I die;

                IF  = "               " "ERROR: Please go back to the Personal Belongings and Gifts section and answer the first question. Press tab on your keyboard to update the will." 
ERROR: Please go back to the Personal Belongings and Gifts section and answer the first question. Press tab on your keyboard to update the will.
                IF  = "List gifts in the will." "b)
 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 
to delivern/a IF  = "yes" ", free of any financial encumbrances," 
    to my   ,   , if            IF  = "          "    female IF  = "male" he she 
she
 
  
 is alive on the fifth day after my death;" 

 IF                 = "Give instructions to my executor." "b)
 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 
I hope that my Trustee and my spouse, when dividing the Articles, will distribute them following the instructions I’ve given to my Trustee outside of this Will;" 

 IF                 = "List in the will AND in separate instructions." "b)
 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 
to delivern/a IF  = "yes" ", free of any financial encumbrances," 
     to my    ,    , if            IF  = "          "     female IF  = "male" he she 
she
 
   
 is alive on the fifth day after my death;" 

 IF                 = "Let the executor decide for me." "b)
 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 
if my spouse isn’t alive on the fifth day after my death, to deliver my Articles to my hero, Bernie Sanders, currently of Burlington,       IF  <> "     " "VT, " 

 IF USA <> "     " "USA, " 
USA, 
if            IF  = "          " Bernie Sanders male IF  = "male" he she 
he
 
Bernie Sanders
 is alive on the fifth day after my death but only if            IF  = "          " Bernie Sanders male IF  = "male" he she 
he
 
Bernie Sanders
 wants them;" 

 IF                 = "List gifts in the will."    IF  <> "     " "

 ListNum NumberDefault \l 3 
to delivern/a IF  = "yes" ", free of any financial encumbrances," 
    to my   ,   , if            IF  = "          "    female IF  = "male" he she 
she is
 
  
 is alive on the fifth day after my death;" 

 ListNum NumberDefault \l 3 
to deliver    to my   ,   , if    is alive on the fifth day after my death;
 

 IF                 = "List gifts in the will."    IF  <> "     " "

 ListNum NumberDefault \l 3 
to delivern/a IF  = "yes" ", free of any financial encumbrances," 
    to my   ,   , if            IF  = "          "    female IF  = "male" he she 
she is
 
  
 is alive on the fifth day after my death;" 

 ListNum NumberDefault \l 3 
to deliver    to my   ,   , if    is alive on the fifth day after my death;
 

 IF                 = "List in the will AND in separate instructions."     IF  <> "     " "

 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 
to delivern/a IF  = "yes" ", free of any financial encumbrances," 
     to my    ,    , if            IF  = "          "     female IF  = "male" he she 
she is
 
   
 is alive on the fifth day after my death;" 

 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 
to deliver     to my    ,    , if     is alive on the fifth day after my death;
 

 IF                 = "List in the will AND in separate instructions."     IF  <> "     " "

 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 
to delivern/a IF  = "yes" ", free of any financial encumbrances," 
     to my    ,    , if            IF  = "          "     male IF  = "male" he she 
he is
 
   
 is alive on the fifth day after my death;" 

 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 
to deliver     to my    ,    , if     is alive on the fifth day after my death;
 

 IF                 = "List in the will AND in separate instructions." "

 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 
I hope that my Trustee and my spouse, when dividing the remaining Articles, will distribute them following the instructions I’ve given to my Trustee outside of this Will;" 

 IF                 = "               " "" I'd like the beneficiary to pay all of it. IF  = "I'd like the beneficiary to pay all of it." "" "

 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 
to pay I'd like the estate to pay some of it. IF  = "I'd like the estate to pay all of it." all I'd like the estate to pay some of it. IF  = "I'd like the estate to pay some of it." some 
some
 
some
 of the packing, delivery, and insurance costs my Trustee decides are appropriate for sending any items of the Articles to the beneficiary as required by this Will;" 
 

Residue of estate

c)
to give the residue of my estate to my spouse if            IF  = "          " "my spouse" female IF  = "male" he she 
she
 
my spouse
 is alive on the 30th day after my death;

d)
if my spouse isn’t alive on the 30th day after my death, then I name my      ,      ,                 IF  = "Let the executor decide for me." "" "currently of      ,       IF  <> "     " "   , " 

 IF       <> "     " "   , " 
" 
currently of      , 
to be the beneficiary of the residue of my estate.
POWERS OF TRUSTEE

Trust terms for those who are under 19

8.
If anyone becomes a beneficiary of the residue of my estate or a share of the residue and is under 19 on the day I die, I direct my Trustee to hold that part, and

a)
decide how much income and capital would benefit that person and pay this until he or she reaches 19;

b)
add any unused income to the capital of that person’s part of my estate;

c)
pay the capital to that person when he or she reaches 19, but if that person dies before reaching 19, I direct my Trustee to pay that person’s part of my estate to that person’s estate; and

d)
if at any time my Trustee decides, pay some or all of that part of my estate to that person’s parent or guardian for that person’s benefit.

Convert or keep

9.
When my Trustee manages my estate,

a)
my Trustee may convert my estate or any part of my estate into money or any other asset or investment, and decide how, when, and on what terms;

b)
my Trustee may keep my estate, or any part of it, in the form it’s in when I die and for as long as my Trustee decides is appropriate. My Trustee can do this even if

i)
the asset is not an investment authorized under this Will,

ii)
a debt is owing on the asset, or

iii)
the asset does not produce income.

Allocate specific assets of my estate

10.
When my Trustee divides or distributes my estate, it is up to            IF  = "          " "my Trustee" female IF  = "male" him her 
her
 
my Trustee
 to decide the value of each asset. When my Trustee decides what an asset is worth, that decision is final and binding. It is also up to            IF  = "          " "my Trustee" female IF  = "male" him her 
her
 
my Trustee
 to decide

a)
whether or not the asset will be given in the form it was in when I died, 

b)
whether or not the asset should be divided into shares (if it can be divided), and 

c)
which asset or assets a beneficiary will receive.      IF  = "yes" "

Funeral wishes" 
      IF  = "yes" "

11.
" 

 IF       = "yes"       IF  <> "     " "I want my remains to be cremated" 
 

 IF       = "yes"    IF  <> "     " " and my ashes disposed of   " 
 and my ashes disposed of   
 

 IF       = "yes"       IF  = "     "    IF  <> "     " "I want " 
I want 

 IF       <> "     " " and " 
 
I want 
 

 IF       = "yes"    IF  <> "     " "a    to be organized by my Trustee based on my wishes" 
a    to be organized by my Trustee based on my wishes
 

 IF       = "yes"       IF  <> "     " ". "    IF  <> "     " ". " 
. 
 
. 
 

 IF       = "yes"       IF  = "I agree." "I don’t want any funeral service or event to take place after I die." 
 

	I have signed this Will on  
   
, 20 
.
	 
   
   


	
[print the month]
[day]
[year]
	[your initials & your witnesses’ initials]


	We were both present, at the request of            , and we were both 19 years old or older when            IF  = "          "             male IF  = "male" he she 
he
 
           
 signed this Will. We then signed as witnesses in            IF  = "          " "           ’s" male IF  = "male" his her 
his
 
           ’s
 presence and in the presence of each other.

[signature of witness 1]

[printed name]

[address (street)]

[town/city]

[occupation]

[signature of witness 2]

[printed name]

[address (street)]

[town/city]

[occupation]
	)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)
	[signature of will maker]
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1.
This is the last Will of me,            ,      IF <> "     " " also known as         ," 

 IF      <> "     " " also known as   ," 
 currently of      ,      , British Columbia.

Revocation of prior wills

2.
I cancel all of my previous wills including any changes or amendments I’ve made to those wills. 

Definitions and interpretation

3.
The following words have the following meanings in this Will:

a)
“Articles” means all of my personal property and household goods, which includes any art, heirlooms, and collectibles and auto​mobiles, marine vessels, and the like and accessories to them that I own when I die;

b)
“Trustee” means both the executor of this Will and the trustee of my estate          “

 SET ClosingQ "\”" ”

 IF  <> "          " " and any reference to the Trustee, such as male IF  = "male" "“he,” “his,” or “him,”" 
“he,” “his,” or “him,”

 IF male = "female"  "“she” or “her,”" 
 includes all genders" 
; and
c)
“decide(s)” means the person uses his or her good judgment and makes reasonable decisions that are allowed by law.

4.
Headings in bold are in this document to make this Will easier to read. The Will can be read without the headings.

Appointment of Executor and Trustee

5.
a)
I name my spouse,             (“      IF  <> "     "          
     
”), to be the Executor and Trustee of my estate;

b)
If       IF  <> "     "          
     
 dies before me or isn’t alive on the fifth day after my death, or if            IF  = "          "       IF  <> "     "          
     
 male IF  = "male" he she 
he
 
     
 doesn’t want to take on the responsibility or can’t act or it’s not possible for            IF  = "          "       IF  <> "     "          
     
 male IF  = "male" him her 
him
 
     
 to continue to act for whatever reason, then I appoint my      ,      , currently of      ,       IF  <> "     " "  , " 

 IF       <> "     " "  , " 
to act as my Executor and Trustee.

ADMINISTRATION OF MY ESTATE
Trustee to administer my estate

6.
I give my Trustee all the assets that I own when I die to manage as I direct in this Will. In managing my estate, my Trustee may convert or retain my estate as described in paragraph 9 of this Will.

7.
I direct my Trustee, after all my assets are under            IF  = "          " "my Trustee’s" male IF  = "male" his her 
his
 
my Trustee’s
 care and control,

Debts to be paid from my estate

a)
to pay out of my estate

i)
my debts,

ii)
my funeral and other expenses related to this Will and to my death, and

iii)
all duties and taxes on everything I own and that gets passed on when I die;

                IF  = "               " "ERROR: Please go back to the Personal Belongings and Gifts section and answer the first question. Press tab on your keyboard to update the will." 
ERROR: Please go back to the Personal Belongings and Gifts section and answer the first question. Press tab on your keyboard to update the will.
                IF  = "List gifts in the will." "b)
 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 \s 1 
to delivern/a IF  = "yes" ", free of any financial encumbrances," 
    to my   ,   , if            IF  = "          "    female IF  = "male" he she 
she
 
  
 is alive on the fifth day after my death;" 

 IF                 = "Give instructions to my executor." "b)
 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 \s 1 
I hope that my Trustee and my spouse, when dividing the Articles, will distribute them following the instructions I’ve given to my Trustee outside of this Will;" 

 IF                 = "List in the will AND in separate instructions." "b)
 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 \s 1 
to delivern/a IF  = "yes" ", free of any financial encumbrances," 
     to my    ,    , if            IF  = "          "     female IF  = "male" he she 
she
 
   
 is alive on the fifth day after my death;" 

 IF                 = "Let the executor decide for me." "b)
 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 \s 1 
if my spouse isn’t alive on the fifth day after my death, to deliver my Articles to my      , Bernie Sanders, currently of Burlington, VT IF  <> "     " "VT, " 
VT, 

 IF       <> "     " "USA, " 
if            IF  = "          " Bernie Sanders male IF  = "male" he she 
he
 
Bernie Sanders
 is alive on the fifth day after my death but only if            IF  = "          " Bernie Sanders male IF  = "male" he she 
he
 
Bernie Sanders
 wants them;" 

 IF                 = "List gifts in the will."    IF  <> "     " "

 ListNum NumberDefault \l 3 
to delivern/a IF  = "yes" ", free of any financial encumbrances," 
    to my   ,   , if            IF  = "          "    female IF  = "male" he she 
she is
 
  
 is alive on the fifth day after my death;" 

 ListNum NumberDefault \l 3 
to deliver    to my   ,   , if    is alive on the fifth day after my death;
 

 IF                 = "List gifts in the will."    IF  <> "     " "

 ListNum NumberDefault \l 3 
to delivern/a IF  = "yes" ", free of any financial encumbrances," 
    to my   ,   , if            IF  = "          "    female IF  = "male" he she 
she is
 
  
 is alive on the fifth day after my death;" 

 ListNum NumberDefault \l 3 
to deliver    to my   ,   , if    is alive on the fifth day after my death;
 

 IF                 = "List in the will AND in separate instructions."     IF  <> "     " "

 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 
to delivern/a IF  = "yes" ", free of any financial encumbrances," 
     to my    ,    , if            IF  = "          "     female IF  = "male" he she 
she is
 
   
 is alive on the fifth day after my death;" 

 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 
to deliver     to my    ,    , if     is alive on the fifth day after my death;
 

 IF                 = "List in the will AND in separate instructions."     IF  <> "     " "

 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 
to delivern/a IF  = "yes" ", free of any financial encumbrances," 
     to my    ,    , if            IF  = "          "     male IF  = "male" he she 
he is
 
   
 is alive on the fifth day after my death;" 

 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 
to deliver     to my    ,    , if     is alive on the fifth day after my death;
 

 IF                 = "List in the will AND in separate instructions." "

 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 
I hope that my Trustee and my spouse, when dividing the remaining Articles, will distribute them following the instructions I’ve given to my Trustee outside of this Will;" 

 IF                 = "               " "" I'd like the beneficiary to pay all of it. IF  = "I'd like the beneficiary to pay all of it." "" "

 LISTNUM NumberDefault \l 3 
to pay I'd like the estate to pay some of it. IF  = "I'd like the estate to pay all of it." all I'd like the estate to pay some of it. IF  = "I'd like the estate to pay some of it." some 
some
 
some
 of the packing, delivery, and insurance costs my Trustee decides are appropriate for sending any items of the Articles to the beneficiary as required by this Will;" 
 

Residue of estate

c)
to give the residue of my estate to my spouse if            IF  = "          " "my spouse" male IF  = "male" he she 
he
 
my spouse
 is alive on the 30th day after my death;

d)
if my spouse isn’t alive on the 30th day after my death, then I name my      ,      ,                 IF  = "Let the executor decide for me." "" "currently of      ,       IF  <> "     " "   , " 

 IF       <> "     " "   , " 
" 
currently of      , 
to be the beneficiary of the residue of my estate.

POWERS OF TRUSTEE

Trust terms for those who are under 19

8.
If anyone becomes a beneficiary of the residue of my estate or a share of the residue and is under 19 on the day I die, I direct my Trustee to hold that part, and

a)
decide how much income and capital would benefit that person and pay this until he or she reaches 19;

b)
add any unused income to the capital of that person’s part of my estate;

c)
pay the capital to that person when he or she reaches 19, but if that person dies before reaching 19, I direct my Trustee to pay that person’s part of my estate to that person’s estate; and

d)
if at any time my Trustee decides, pay some or all of that part of my estate to that person’s parent or guardian for that person’s benefit.

Convert or keep

9.
When my Trustee manages my estate,

a)
my Trustee may convert my estate or any part of my estate into money or any other asset or investment, and decide how, when, and on what terms;

b)
my Trustee may keep my estate, or any part of it, in the form it’s in when I die and for as long as my Trustee decides is appropriate. My Trustee can do this even if

i)
the asset is not an investment authorized under this Will,

ii)
a debt is owing on the asset, or

iii)
the asset does not produce income.

Allocate specific assets of my estate

10.
When my Trustee divides or distributes my estate, it is up to            IF  = "          " "my Trustee" male IF  = "male" him her 
him
 
my Trustee
 to decide the value of each asset. When my Trustee decides what an asset is worth, that decision is final and binding. It is also up to            IF  = "          " "my Trustee" male IF  = "male" him her 
him
 
my Trustee
 to decide

a)
whether or not the asset will be given in the form it was in when I died, 

b)
whether or not the asset should be divided into shares (if it can be divided), and 

c)
which asset or assets a beneficiary will receive.      IF  = "yes" "

Funeral wishes" 
      IF  = "yes" "

11.
" 

 IF       = "yes"       IF  <> "     " "I want my remains to be cremated" 
 

 IF       = "yes"    IF  <> "     " " and my ashes disposed of   " 
 and my ashes disposed of   
 

 IF       = "yes"       IF  = "     "    IF  <> "     " "I want " 
I want 

 IF       <> "     " " and " 
 
I want 
 

 IF       = "yes"    IF  <> "     " "a    to be organized by my Trustee based on my wishes" 
a    to be organized by my Trustee based on my wishes
 

 IF       = "yes"       IF  <> "     " ". "    IF  <> "     " ". " 
. 
 
. 
 

 IF       = "yes"       IF  = "I agree." "I don’t want any funeral service or event to take place after I die." 
 

	I have signed this Will on  
   
, 20 
.
	 
   
   


	
[print the month]
[day]
[year]
	[your initials & your witnesses’ initials]


	We were both present, at the request of            , and we were both 19 years old or older when            IF  = "          "             female IF  = "male" he she 
she
 
           
 signed this Will. We then signed as witnesses in            IF  = "          " "           ’s" female IF  = "male" his her 
her
 
           ’s
 presence and in the presence of each other.

[signature of witness 1]

[printed name]

[address (street)]

[town/city]

[occupation]

[signature of witness 2]

[printed name]

[address (street)]

[town/city]

[occupation]
	)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)
	[signature of will maker]

           


Final steps

Print your wills and read over your own carefully. Make sure it accurately reflects your wishes and intentions. If you want to print just the wills and this last page, type in “s2-s4” (sections 2 to 4) where it asks you which pages to print. Here are the final steps to completing your wills:


1. 
Consider having a lawyer or notary look over your wills before you sign it.
This is important if you have questions and concerns as you read through your will. Once you and your witnesses sign the will, it becomes a legally binding document. Both lawyers and notaries are trained to do wills, and their fees for reviewing wills are generally pretty similar. Lawyers are better for more complicated situations, especially if family law is involved. (Notaries aren’t trained in the area of family law.) The “Get legal help” section in the PDF plan that you downloaded from MyLawBC.com lists several options.

2. 
If you think your wills are ready, arrange a time and place where you and your two witnesses can all sign both of them. You and your spouse can have the same two witnesses.
Remember, a witness must be mentally capable and 19 years old or older, and must not be a beneficiary or a beneficiary’s spouse (or an alternate beneficiary or an alternate beneficiary’s spouse). If a couple has lived together for two years, they’re considered spouses. If a couple separates (including married couples), they’re no longer spouses. The witnesses don’t have to read the will. They just have to know who you are and that you’re signing a will in their presence.


3. 
You and your witnesses should first initial the bottom right-hand corner of each page. 
This proves that a page wasn’t replaced after the will was signed.

4. 
In front of each other, you and your two witnesses should sign the last page of the will in the space provided. 

When you sign the will, fill in the date as well, and all three of you should initial the date. There’s also space for each witness to print his or her name, address, and occupation. (This can say “homemaker,” “retired,” or “unemployed.”) Although it’s rare, the address and occupation helps your executor to locate the witnesses if they’re needed. 

5. 
Follow the steps in “Do next.”

Go back to the PDF plan that you downloaded from MyLawBC.com. If you decided to put specific gifts and/or burial instructions in a letter to your executor, don’t forget to do this as soon as possible. These letters can follow any format you prefer. Include the date and give a copy to your spouse and backup executor.


Definitions
Assets. Property (land, house, condo), money (bank accounts, investments, RRSPs/RRIFs, TFSAs), and personal belongings (household goods, vehicles, valuables).

Beneficiaries. The people you give your estate to.

“Convert or retain my estate.” Convert means to sell or turn the asset into cash (such as withdrawing a GIC) or change it to another investment. Retain means to keep the asset in the form it was in when you died. The law gives the executor the right to keep an asset until he or she is ready to give it to the beneficiary — for example, he or she might wait for an asset to increase in value before selling it. In most cases, beneficiaries receive the asset within one or two years. If by that time they don’t receive it, they can demand action.

Debts. These include income tax you’ll owe when you die, credit-card debts, and a line of credit.

Estate. When you die, your assets make up your estate, except for assets where you already named a beneficiary (RRSPs, RRIFs, and TFSAs, other investments, and life insurance). If your executor has to apply for probate, these assets aren’t included in the application. Joint bank accounts and property that you own in joint tenancy also aren’t part of the probate application — these go to the surviving owner(s) when you die. (Usually the executor must present a death certificate.)

Executor and trustee. In this will, executor and trustee refers to one person taking on two roles. An executor tidies up your affairs right after you die, including putting your assets (bank accounts, investments, real estate) into the name of the estate. Your executor can then put on the “trustee” hat, and he or she manages your estate and distributes it according to your will.
Financial encumbrances. When the person who made the will hadn’t finished making payments for an item he or she listed in the will, the item is said to be “encumbered.” A gift that is free of financial encumbrances means that the estate will pay off the loan before the person receives the gift. Otherwise, the person receiving the gift has to pay off the loan.
Funeral. If your will includes a final paragraph with burial instructions and you specify a funeral, you’re referring to an actual funeral instead of a wake, memorial service, celebration of life, etc. Earlier in the will, funeral expenses applies to all the events and services a person may choose to have.

Investment. This includes GICs, stocks, bonds, and mutual funds. The law give executors the right to make investments with your estate so long as they’re lawful.

Joint tenancy. When two or more people are equally owners of property. When you die, your ownership gets transferred to the owners who are alive. They own, or he or she owns, the entire property. This is different from tenancy-in-common, where you each own a share or percentage of the property, and you can choose someone to inherit your share when you die.
Probate. For estates worth more than $25,000, a court application that confirms that the will can be acted on. It authorizes the executor to act.

Residue. Everything that’s left in your estate once the executor has paid all your debts, taxes, expenses, and fees (for example, lawyer or accountant fees), and given away specific gifts according to your instructions.
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