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GENERAL INFORMATION
The 28th Annual State Writers Conference will be held June 10, 2005 to June 12, 2005 at Cedar Lakes Conference Center, Ripley, WV. The conference is jam-packed with three days of writing workshops, informal discussions, social activities and entertainment. This year, literary agent Jeff Herman will talk about the role of literary agents and how best to secure one, and will also be available for one-on-one conferences. Other workshop leaders include children’s writer Marc Harshman, Pudding House publisher and poet Jennifer Bosveld, Appalachian author June Berkley, previous Antioch Writer’s Workshop assistant director and prolific writer Ed Davis, scriptwriter Sean O’Leary, writer and editor Barbara Smith, and Ladies Home Journal "Woman of the Year" nominee Carter Seaton. Novelist Brad Barkley and writer Belinda Anderson will return by popular demand, and actress and writer Mona Kay Helper will serve as both the award banquet Mistress of Ceremonies and as a workshop leader. Additional workshops will be led by past WVW president and Confluence editor Wilma Acree, Antietam Review editor and poet Ethan Fischer, Nantahala Review editor and writer Rob Merritt, WVW founding member and Allegheny Echoes director Kirk Judd, lawyer Jerry Blair, Youth Forum director Jason Lilly, and publisher Cathy Teets. 

Several activities will be available, including the Writer’s Wall writing display and competition, People’s Choice competitions for both prose and poetry, the Silent Auction, the bookstore, and the Saturday night Banquet and Awards Ceremony. The annual business meeting and election of officers will kick-off the activities on Friday, and live entertainment and a bonfire will cap off the evening. On Saturday night, champion fiddle player Jake Krack will provide a true Appalachian conclusion to a prosperous day of making friends, learning trade secrets, and beginning that new poem or story. 
About West Virginia Writers:

West Virginia Writers, Inc. is the state’s largest writers’ organization. The nonprofit group was established in 1977 to expand and develop creative writing and professional opportunities for writers and to connect the state's writers with others in the literary community and the public at large. The annual conference, held every June since 1978, has been recognized as being among the nation’s best for the least amount of money. WVW is self-supporting, and all fees are used to further the literary interests of its members. Officers are elected at Conference, and work year-round to promote the state’s writers and the resources available to those writers. 
About Cedar Lakes:
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Cedar Lakes Conference Center is a group of over thirty buildings surrounding a lake on 450 acres in the Appalachian foothills in rural Jackson County near Ripley, West Virginia. It is operated by the State of West Virginia Education Department and provides year-round facilities in a natural setting. The WVW Conference will have several of these buildings available for its activities, including Holt Lodge, Cedars Lodge, Lake Lodge, Mountaineer Lodge, Assembly Hall, and Classrooms 1, 2, 3 and 4.  Each lodge has a lobby and/or conference room that can be used for informal meetings. Lakeview Dining Hall serves three reasonably-priced cafeteria-style meals each day. Activities available at Cedar Lakes at no charge include horseshoes, hiking, tennis, volleyball, badminton, basketball, softball, biking and fishing. A large outdoor swimming pool is open from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. daily for a fee of $1.50 per person, and miniature golf is available for $1.50 per person per game. 


REGISTRATION
Pre-registration is strongly recommended. To pre-register, complete the registration form in full and send to WVW, Inc. with an advance deposit of at least $25 (plus $20, if you’ve requested a Jeff Herman Conference). If your registration form is postmarked before May 10, you may deduct $5 from your total due. 

RATES

Member Rates: 


$80
All three days


$65
Saturday and Sunday Only

Single Day Rates:


$40
Friday Only


$50
Saturday Only


$30
Sunday Only

Regular (non-member) Rates:


$90
All three days


$75
Saturday and Sunday Only

Student Rates (must be registered as a full-time student)


50% off rates as stated above

WVW has no way to process credit cards, so please submit all monies by check or money order. Likewise, we will not be able to accept credit cards at Conference. 

JEFF HERMAN CONFERENCES
A limited number of one-on-one conferences with literary agent Jeff Herman will be available on a first-come/first-serve basis. Those interested in speaking to Mr. Herman MUST register by May 16. If you’d like Mr. Herman to review a one-page synopsis of your work, your synopsis must be received by WVW by May 16. A $20 fee for each ten-minute conference will be charged to help offset the expenses incurred by WVW in bringing Mr. Herman to the conference.  Each participant will get $5.00 credit towards the purchase of Mr. Herman's 2005 Edition of The Guide to Literary Agents and Publishers, available in the WVW Bookstore. 

LODGING
EACH ATTENDEE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR SECURING HIS OR HER OWN LODGING. EARLY RESERVATIONS ARE STRONGLY RECOMMENDED. 

Cedar Lakes Conference Center

www.cedarlakes.com
HC 88, Box 21 Ripley, WV 25271
(304)372-7860 or Fax: (304)372-7881
E-mail: info@cedarlakes.com
A complete description and photos of rooms are available at the Cedar Lakes website. Lodges assigned to WVW include:

Holt Lodge: This is a hotel-like lodge with daily maid service. Rooms are $59 per night for one or two guests (if two, Cedar Lakes will split the cost between the two upon request). If more than two guests are in the room, an additional $5.00 per person fee will be assessed. Rooms will be available on a first-come, first-serve basis. Handicapped rooms are available upon request. 
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Motel Lodges: These are cabin-like rooms that include linen service. Rooms are $40 per night for one or two guests. (If two, Cedar Lakes will split the cost between the two upon request). Lodges available to WVW include Mountaineer Lodge, Cedars Lodge and Lake Lodge. If you like to turn in early, Mountaineer is recommended.

Dorm Rooms: Dorm rooms include ten beds to a room. The guest needs to bring towels, washcloths, sheets and pillowcase. Cedar Lakes provides a pillow and a blanket. Linens are available for an additional $5 fee per night. Adult rate per dorm room per night is $12. Youth rate is $10. 


Additional lodging is available in nearby Ripley, WV: 

Best Western McCoys Inn & Conference Center is a three-star hotel five miles from Cedar Lakes and offers many amenities. Rooms range from $60 - $80 per night. Contact:

Best Western McCoys Inn & Conference Center
701 Main Street W Ripley WV US
Tel: (304)372-9122
Reservation: 800-288-9122
FAX: 304-372-4400

Super 8 Motel – Ripley has rooms available for approximately $54 per night. Contact: 

Super 8 Motel - Ripley
102 Duke Drive * I-77 Exit 138, Ripley, WV  25271, US
Phone: 304-372-8880 * Fax: 304-372-8880

Holiday Inn Express has rooms from $65 - $80 per night. Contact:

Holiday Inn Express
One Hospitality Dr.
Ripley, WV 25271 US

Tel: 1-304-3725000  
Fax: 1-304-3725600 
Email: holidayinnexpress@wvdsl.net
77 Motor Inn may have rooms available. Contact:

77 Motor Inn

RR 3 Box 80

Ripley, WV 25271

(304) 372-5949

FOOD:

All meals are available on-site and are served cafeteria-style. Breakfast is served from 7:30 a.m. until 8:15 a.m. and costs $5.00. Lunch is served from 12 p.m. until 1 p.m. and costs $6.00. Dinner is served from 5 p.m. until 6 p.m. and costs $7.00. The Saturday night Awards Banquet will be a sit-down meal and will begin at 6:30 p.m. The cost of the banquet is $13.00. All meals must be paid in advance. You will be given a meal ticket when you register with Cedar Lakes. DO NOT LOSE THIS TICKET. If you prefer to eat off-site, a number of restaurants are available in nearby Ripley, WV. 

GETTING THERE
Cedar Lakes is near Ripley, WV and is located off I-77 at the Ripley/Fairplain Exit #132, 38 miles north of Charleston, WV and 45 miles south of Parkersburg, WV. Follow the brown state park signs to Cedar Lakes.

FROM THE NORTH: 

· Take Exit 132 off I-77 

· At bottom of exit ramp, turn left on Route 21 North 

· Go underneath the Intersection 

· Make first right onto Cedar Lakes Drive (Burger King) 

· Cedar Lakes Conference Center is 3.5 miles on the right


FROM THE SOUTH: 

· Take Exit 132 

· At bottom of exit ramp, make a right on Route 21 North 

· Make first right onto Cedar Lakes Drive (Burger King) 

· Cedar Lakes Conference Center is 3.5 miles on the right
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WHEN YOU ARRIVE:

When you enter the park, the registration building is on the right, opposite the old covered bridge. Stop in the registration building to pick up your room key and meal ticket (don’t lose this!), and pay any balance you may have. Then, go to Assembly Hall (someone at the registration building can point it out if you’re not familiar with the park), pay your registration fee balance, and pick up your registration packet. The registration packet includes your name tag, which allows you to attend workshops and other functions, the conference program, a map of Cedar Lakes, an updated schedule of activities, ballots to be used in voting for the Writer’s Wall winners, samples of various writing and literary magazines, highlighter markers required for some workshops, and, this year’s registration packet will include a couple of keepsakes that you’ll treasure long after the conference is over.  
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You should complete your registration before attending any functions. However, if you arrive at a time when the WVW registration desk is closed, go ahead and attend the function. Be sure to register at your first possible chance, as you’ll need your registration packet to fully participate in workshops and functions. If you are attending the Saturday night awards banquet only, you do not have to register. However, you must reserve your dinner ticket with Cedar Lakes and pick it up at the Cedar Lakes registration office. 

Pre-registration is strongly encouraged. If you are pre-registered and your fees are pre-paid in full, you’ll be able to pick up your registration packet through the “express lane.” 

The registration desk is located in Assembly Hall and will be open the following hours:

Friday 10:30 a.m. until 2 p.m.; 6 p.m. until 7:30 p.m.

Saturday morning 8:30 – 12 p.m.

Sunday 7:30 – 8:30 a.m.

AWARDS BANQUET:

The Awards Banquet will be Saturday night at 6:30 p.m. Mona Kay Helper will serve as the Master of Ceremonies. $4500.00 in cash awards will be presented to the winners of the 2005 WVW Spring Competition. The menu for the Saturday night Awards Banquet is Stuffed Boneless Breast of Chicken, Buttered New Potatoes, French-style Green beans with Almonds, Cheese Cubes with Fruit (appetizer), Tossed Salad, and Chocolate Sin or Cherry Cheesecake for dessert. Beverages will include iced tea or coffee. The cost of the banquet is $13 per person, which includes taxes and gratuities, and the meal will be served sit-down style this year. A vegetarian plate will be available upon request. Reservations for the banquet MUST be made in advance with Cedar Lakes, no later than May 26, 2005. Entertainment by champion fiddler Jake Krack will follow the banquet. 
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ACTIVITIES:

Writer’s Wall
All writers are invited to bring one or two poems or short pieces of prose (maximum of one page) for posting on the Writer’s Wall. The author's name MUST NOT appear on the piece. A table near the registration table in Assembly Hall will be set up for Writers' Wall writers to sign up, and sign up times will coincide with registration hours. The sign-up sheet will be pre-numbered with a place to enter the author's name and the title of the piece. The number next to the writer's name will be written on the manuscript and the manuscript will be thumb-tacked to the wall. As people mingle over the weekend, they read the entries. In the registration packet, each attendee will receive a card to vote for his or her favorite poems and prose. A ballot box will be available near the wall—be sure to vote before the posted cut-off time (Saturday afternoon). The votes will be tallied before the Awards Banquet. First, second and third places in each category (poetry and prose) receive a certificate of recognition. 

 
People’s Choice Awards – The People’s Choice Awards give you the opportunity to read your fiction, nonfiction or poetry aloud. Both a poetry and a prose session will be held on Friday and again on Saturday. Additionally, a youth session (with poetry and prose mixed) will be available on Saturday for those 18 and under. The prose sessions allow you to read fiction or nonfiction, up to a maximum of four minutes. The poetry sessions allow you to read one poem, no more than 100 lines.  The moderator will set a timer and time limits will be strictly enforced. A maximum number of readers may be set to ensure the readings complete in the time limit set. Sign-ups will be on a first-come, first-read basis, and the sign-up sheet will be in the room where the readings are held. To read at one of the People’s Choice sessions, simply show up at least five minutes before the designated time and sign up on the sign-up sheet. Once the first reader begins reading, no additional entrants will be allowed. After the last People’s Choice entrant has read, ballots will be distributed to all in attendance and each attendee (whether he or she has read or not) will be allowed to vote for first, second and third places. Winners will be recognized at the Saturday Awards Banquet. 

Bookstore – The bookstore will be in Assembly Hall again this year. All registered attendees and workshop leaders are invited to bring books or CDs they’ve authored or published to sell at the bookstore. All those bringing books should also bring two copies of an inventory list detailing titles, quantity and price. Each book, CD or other item should be clearly marked with the selling price. The bookstore staff will be available during posted hours, and browsing will be allowed between hours. On Sunday, the bookstore will close and all sellers should inventory books or other items sold, and submit that inventory to the bookstore staff before noon. Within thirty days, WVW will send a check to the sellers. WVW retains 5% of the selling price of books sold by attendees to offset bookstore expense. Those who’d like to sell books at the bookstore but who are not planning to attend conference or those with questions about the bookstore should contact Geoff Fuller at geofff23@msn.com or 304-755-3952. 

Silent Auction- The Silent Auction is a relatively new activity and gives attendees the opportunity to pick up bargains on such things as writing how-to books, writing magazines, editing services, and a myriad of other things that could include Tupperware, clothing, White Elephants, gift certificates, signed books by renowned authors—anything! To participate, just stop by the auction display in Assembly Hall. Each item will have a sign-up sheet for you to list your bid. The highest bid as of 8:30 a.m. Sunday will be declared the winner. Winners should pay for their items no later than 12 noon on Sunday. If you do not plan to be present on Sunday, you should include contact information so you may be contacted if you win. If contact information is not given or if shipping costs exceed the value of the item, the item will be given to the second-high bidder. If you have something you would like to donate to the Silent Auction, or if you have any questions concerning it, please contact Renita Sue Loyd (dreamer007@verizon.net). Those making a donation to the Silent Auction will be in a drawing for items to be announced later. The drawing will take place at the Awards Banquet. 

Business Meeting – The Business meeting will be held at 1 p.m., Friday, June 10, in Assembly Hall. A full agenda of this meeting will be posted prior to Conference and will be included with the registration packet. The basic agenda includes:

· Welcome to the 2005 Annual Conference

· Introduction of board members, workshop presenters, and others

· Election of officers for the 2005-2006 year

· Election of the 2006 Nominating Committee

· Others agenda items to be named later

Friday Night Entertainment- Founding member Kirk Judd will MC an evening exploring the various arts, including readings, dramatic interpretations, dance, and music. “Tastefully Simple” refreshments will be served. Weather permitting, a bonfire will follow. 

Saturday Night Entertainment- Twenty-year-old champion fiddler Jake Krack will blend his Appalachian music with the rustic surroundings of Cedar Lakes. Accompanied by his mother on guitar, Jake has won numerous state and national fiddling competitions, and has performed at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. He’s been profiled in the Chicago Tribune, featured in the PBS special Soundmix: Five Young Musicians, profiled by CNN (CNN & Time), featured in the New York Times and was named the 2001 Performing Artist of the Year at Tamarack.  He’s recorded seven CDs with two more planned for 2005. Dancers Roxanne Tritt and Emily Tharp will join Jake for a couple of numbers. The entertainment will follow the awards banquet. Weather permitting, a bonfire after the performance will finish the day.
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WHAT TO BRING:

· Comfortable, casual clothing. June weather in West Virginia can range from low-sixties to humid nineties. Rain is always a possibility. All rooms are air conditioned, so those who chill easily may want a sweater or a jacket. Longs sleeves are recommended if you plan to hike in the woods or join the bonfire. Shorts or jeans are appropriate for workshops and activities.

· Banquet clothing. Some people prefer to dress up for the banquet, others come casually. 

· Sturdy, closed-toe shoes or boots if you plan to do any hiking. 

· An umbrella or rain jacket

· Swim wear, if you plan to enjoy the pool

· Copies of manuscripts you’d like to share

· Short prose or poetry for the Writer’s Wall or People’s Choice Competitions

· Spending money for the bookstore, Silent Auction, or Cedar Lakes gift shop

· Allergy medications if you are susceptible to seasonal allergies, bee stings, and so forth

· Checks to pay registration and membership fees. WVW cannot process credit cards.

ACCESS FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES:

Cedar Lakes is fully compliant with ADA requirements. Accessible rooms are available at Holt Lodge upon request. If you have questions or concerns about accessibility, contact Sandy Tritt (tritt@wvadventures.net or 304-428-1218). 

YOUTH: Special workshops for youth will be held on Saturday. There are a few openings for youth to sleep over in a student dorm with adult supervision. Notarized permission slips from parents and emergency contact information are required. Please contact Sandy Tritt (304-428-1218) before making reservations. Conference rates for youth are 50% of adult rates.

CELL PHONE INFORMATION: The Ripley area is serviced by ATT/Cingular service. Other services may or may not be available.

EMERGENCY: The Ripley area is serviced by 9-1-1 emergency service. Be prepared to state your name, your location (Cedar Lakes, plus the name of the building or lodge), and your return telephone number (listed on the phone in the room). The Cedar Lakes staff is available at (304) 372-7860. Conference Director Sandy Tritt will be accessible by cell phone (304) 482-2572. A first aid kit containing Benadryl, ibuprofen, cold packs, bandages and other basic supplies will be available in the reception area of Assembly Hall.

FRIDAY SCHEDULE

	
	Assembly Hall*
	Classroom

One
	Classroom

Two
	Classroom

Three
	Classroom

Four  

	12 - 1
	L          U          N          C          H

	1:00

 to

1:45
	Business Meeting
	
	
	
	

	2:00

to

3:15
	
	-1-

Poetry

Rob Merritt

Nature Writing
	-2-

Fiction/NF

Marc Harshman

Scars


	-3-

Fiction/NF

June Berkley

Courage to Cast Out & Recreate
	-4-

Business

Carter Seaton

You Wrote It: Now Promote It

	3:30

to

4:45
	
	-5-

Poetry

Ethan Fischer

Shape and Sound
	-6-

Nonfiction

Barbara Smith

That’s a Great Idea!
	-7-

Fiction

Belinda Anderson

Short Story


	-8-

Craft/Business

Wilma Acree

Why Don’t You Publish My Work?

	5 -  6
	D          I          N          N          E          R

	6:15

to

7:30
	
	-9-

Scripts

Sean O’Leary

The Basics
	-10-

Poetry

J. Bosveld

Truth or Poetry
	-11-

Fiction/NF

Ed Davis

Advanced Dialogue
	-12-

Nonfiction

Barbara Smith

Eavesdropping



	7:45

to

9:15
	-13-

Business

Jeff Herman

Literary Agents

(repeats Saturday)
	
	-14-

People’s Choice

Poetry
	-15-

People’s Choice

Prose
	-16-

Movement

Roxanne Tritt

Basic stretch and dance moves

	9:30

to

11:00
	Entertainment

Bonfire




* Assembly Hall will also have: 

· Conference registration on Friday from 10:30 a.m. until 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. until 7:30 p.m.

· Bookstore

· Silent Auction

· Writers’ Wall

SATURDAY SCHEDULE

	
	Assembly Hall*
	Classroom

One
	Classroom

Two
	Classroom

Three
	Classroom

Four

	7:30-8:15
	B          R          E          A          K          F          A           S          T

	9:00

to

10:15
	
	-17-

Nonfiction

Rob Merritt

Nature Writing
	-18-

Fiction

June Berkley

Enemies of Fine Fiction
	-19-

Poetry

Ethan Fischer

Writing the Poem
	-20-

Youth

Jason Lilly

Orientation

and Forum

	10:30

to

11:45
	-21-

Writing/Storytelling

Marc Harshman

Finding and Telling
	-22-

Nonfiction

Barbara Smith

NF that Works


	-23-

Fiction/NF

Carter Seaton

Dance with Skeletons
	-24-

Poetry

Wilma Acree

Concentration in Poetry
	-25-

Youth

Jason Lilly

Poetry

	12:00-1:00
	L          U          N          C          H

	1:00

to

2:15
	-26-

Writing Life

Joy Held

The Healthy Writing Lifestyle
	-27-

Fiction/NF

Ed Davis

Memoir vs. Fiction
	-28-

Fiction

Brad Barkley

Novel & SS Q&A
	-29-

Poetry

J. Bosveld

Soundtrack of My Life
	-30-

Business

Jerry Blair

Copyright Law

	2:30

to

3:45
	-31-

Business

Cathy Teets

Publishing Q&A
	-32-

Fiction

M.K. Helper

The Choice of Voice
	-33-

Fiction/NF

Belinda Anderson

Humor
	-34-

Poetry

Kirk Judd

Presenting Poetry
	-35-

Scripts

Sean O’Leary

The Craft

	4:00

to

5:30
	-36-

Business

Jeff Herman

Literary Agents

(repeat from Friday)
	-37-

Music

Jake Krack

Mountain Music 
	-38-

People’s Choice

Prose
	-39-

People’s Choice

Poetry
	-40-

People’s Choice

Youth

	6:30- 

8:15
	A     W     A     R     D     S               B     A     N     Q     U     E     T

	8:30 –

10:00
	ENTERTAINMENT  with Champion Fiddler Jake Krack in the Assembly Hall.


* Assembly Hall will also have:

· Conference registration from 8:30 - noon

· Bookstore

· Silent Auction

· Writers’ Wall (voting will end at 4 p.m.)

** Jeff Herman will meet one-on-one with registered participants in Mountaineer Lodge Lounge from 10 a.m. until noon. 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

	
	Assembly Hall*
	Classroom One
	Classroom Two
	Classroom Three
	Classroom Four

	7:30-8:15
	B          R          E          A          K          F          A          S          T

	8:30

to

9:45
	
	-41-

Poetry

Rob Merritt

Native American Rituals
	-42-

Fiction

June Berkley

Appalachian Fiction


	-43-

Fiction/NF

Ed Davis

Writing Autobiographical

Fiction
	-44-

Children’s 

Marc Harshman

Publishing Children’s Books

	10:00

to

11:15
	
	-45-

Craft

Belinda Anderson

Constructive Criticism
	-46-

Fiction

Brad Barkley

More Novel & Short Story Q&A
	-47-

Poetry

Jennifer Bosveld

The Famous Pudding House Word Jar Challenge
	-48-

Scripts

Sean O’Leary

The Business

	11:30

to

12:00
	Closing Remarks
	
	
	
	


*Assembly Hall will also have: 

Registration from 7:30 – 8:30

Closing of Bookstore

Closing of Silent Auction at 8:30 a.m.

Pick-up and pay for Silent Auction items won before 12 noon

**  Jeff Herman will meet one-on-one with registered participants from 9:30-11:30 in Mountaineer Lodge Lobby

PRESENTERS

The following presenters have been contracted for the 2005 Conference:

Wilma Acree writes poetry, fiction and nonfiction. Her poems have appeared in numerous journals including Appalachian Heritage, Algonquin and Pudding Magazine. She is the author of two chapbooks: Bee Robbing and Other Things and Wilma Acree: Great Hits 1985-2000. Wilma serves as executive director of the Ohio Valley Literary Group and as editor of Confluence literary magazine. In 2002 she was selected to attend the Kenyon Review Writers’ Workshop. She has presented numerous readings and workshops in Ohio and West Virginia. Wilma will be presenting two workshops: “Concentration in Poetry” and “Why Won’t You Publish My Work?”

Belinda Anderson has returned to West Virginia Writers’ Annual Conference by popular demand. West Virginia Writers recognized Belinda Anderson's supportive teaching style at the 2004 conference, when it awarded her a Just Uncommonly Good award (JUG) for her work in mentoring other writers. Her own writing recently earned a spot on the first Literary Map of West Virginia, published in 2004 by the WV Folklife Center at Fairmont State University. Her work has received national attention, including awards for stories in her short story collection, The Well Ain't Dry Yet, in second printing by Mountain State Press. Belinda will be presenting three workshops, one on writing the short story, one on adding a humorous touch to all types of writing, and one on constructive critiquing. 

Brad Barkley is the author of Money, Love, a Barnes and Noble “Discover Great New Writers” selection and a “Booksense 76” choice. Money, Love was named one of the best books of 2000 by the Washington Post and the Library Journal. His novel Alison’s Automotive Repair Manual was also a “BookSense 76” selection. He has published two collections of short stories, the most recent of which is Another Perfect Catastrophe from St. Martins. His work was anthologized in New Stories from the South: The Year’s Best, 2002. He has won four Individual Artist Awards from the Maryland State Arts Council and a Creative Writing Fellowship from the National Endowment for the Arts. Brad will be presenting two novel and short story question and answer workshops.

June Langford Berkley is a ninth-generation Appalachian and world traveler who documents her ancestry to thirteen European countries and imagines her family saga in storytelling performances and fiction.  Her multi-faceted career in education includes public school and university teaching and nationwide consulting.  Recognized as one of the state's outstanding writers on the recently published Literary Map of West Virginia, she is published in multiple genres, most recently a contribution to Beyond Hill and Hollow: Original Readings in Appalachian Women’s Studies. June will present three workshops: “Plumbing the Well for Appalachian Fiction: Digging Down, Discovering and Drawing Up What Matters,” “The Courage to Cast Out and Recreate: It Sounded Fine Last Night but a Little Strange This Morning,” and “Encountering Again the Three Pernicious Enemies of Fine Fiction.”

Jerry Blair is a practicing lawyer and a technical consultant who holds various graduate degrees and intellectual property rights ranging from literary works to software algorithms. He is a member of the West Virginia Trial Lawyers Association, the American Physical Society, the American Mathematical Society, and West Virginia Writers, Inc. Jerry will be presenting a workshop on “Copyrights and Wrongs.”

Jennifer Bosveld, a widely published poet, is president of Pudding House Publications, the largest literary small press in America.  She has received four Pushcart nominations, the Pioneer Award from the National Association for Poetry Therapy, and an Ohio Arts Council Individual Artist Fellowship. Jennifer is director of Pudding House Innovative Writers Programs, which umbrellas many other areas of her work. Her poems have appeared in The Sun, Hiram Poetry Review, The Chiron Review, Wind, Negative Capability, The Christian Science Monitor, Psychopoetica, Heaven Bone, Cornfield Review, Birmingham Poetry Review, Pig Iron, and hundreds of other literary journals and magazines. Jennifer has edited two anthologies with three more are in the works. She will be presenting three poetry workshops, “Truth or Poetry,” “The Soundtrack of My Life,” and “The Famous Pudding House Word Jar Challenge.”
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Ed Davis has been a writing teacher at Sinclair Community College in Dayton, Ohio since 1978. Ed founded Sinclair’s literary magazine, “Flights,” and has directed the annual creative writing contest there. He has been an instructor in poetry and fiction, as well as assistant director of Antioch Writers’ Workshop. His fiction has appeared in many literary magazines such as The Vincent Brothers Review, Evansville Review, Appalachian Heritage and many others. In 2001, his novel I Was So Much Older Then was published by Disc-Us books. Ed will present three workshops, “Writing Autobiographical Fiction,” “Advanced Dialogue,” and “Memoir vs. Autobiographical Fiction.” 

Ethan Fischer is an editor of Antietam Review and teaches English at Shepherd University. His book of poetry, Beached in the Hourglass, was recently published by Bunny & Crocodile Press. Ethan’s poems have been published in many literary journals, including Pembroke Magazine, Potomac Review, Tuscarora Review, Dickinsonian, and Mountain Pathways. His work was honored by inclusion in Wild Sweet Notes, Fifty Years of West Virginia Poetry. Ethan performs spoken word with the band Tribal Jazz and with musicians Seth Austin and John Bardi, and performs his trademark Johnny Dime, Poet of Crime mystery series on the long-running Rumsey Radio Hour. Ethan will be presenting two poetry workshops, “Writing the Poem that Has to Be Written,” and “Shape and Sound, Poems Approaching Music.” 

Marc Harshman is the author of ten picture books for children, a poet and a storyteller. His children’s books have been published in English, Spanish, Danish and Swedish. Only One was a Reading Rainbow review title on PBS and The Storm was a Junior Library Guild selection, a Smithsonian Notable Book for Children, a Children’s Book Council Notable Book for Social Studies, and a 1995 Parent’s Choice Award recipient. Marc was honored in 1994 by receiving the Ezra Jack Keats / Kerlan Collection Fellowship from the University of Minnesota for research on Scandinavian myth and folklore. He was also named the West Virginia state English teacher of the year by the West Virginia English Language Arts Council in 1995. More recently he was named the recipient of the WV Arts Commission Fellowship in Poetry for the year 2000. Marc will be presenting three workshops children’s books. 

Joy Held is the author of Writer Wellness, A Writer’s Path to Health and Creativity. Her articles have appeared in Woman Engineer, Columbus Parent and Dance Teacher Now. She’s currently a fitness instructor at Marietta (Ohio) College, teaching yoga, Pilates and stress reduction. She will lead the Healthy Writing Life Workshop. 

Mona Kay Helper’s poems, shorts and articles have appeared in periodicals and collections such as Golden Seal, The Kanawha Review, What the Mountains Yield, And Now the Magpie, Central Appalachian Review, Wild Sweet Notes and Mountain Ways. She co-authored with Sharyn McCrumb a collection titled Our Separate Days, published by Rowan Mountain Press.  Prior to leaving West Virginia, Mona Kay served as Newsletter Editor for West Virginia Writers, and in the years since leaving the mountains of home, has served as adjudicator for our annual competition. She will be presenting a fiction workshop, “The Choice of Voice,” and will serve as the Mistress of Ceremonies at the banquet

Jeff Herman is one of the most dynamic and innovative literary agents in the publishing business. Mr. Herman works with dozens of publishers, including McGraw Hill, Henry Hold & Co., Simon & Shuster, and St. Martin’s Press. His agency has sold more than 500 titles and represented authors such as Jeff Slutsky, Tom Hopkins, Alan Weiss, and Joe Montana. The Jeff Herman Literary Agency, LLC has established a strong presence in general adult nonfiction, including business, general reference, commercial self-help, technology, recovery/healing, spiritual subjects, popular psychology, computers, and health and beauty. He authored the “Guide to Book Editors, Publishers and Literary Agents” with more than 300,000 copies sold and two other books. Mr. Herman will present “Literary Agents and Today’s Marketplace,” which will be presented on both Friday and Saturday evenings. He will also meet individually with writers who submit a 1-2 page book synopsis in advance. 

Kirk Judd is director of Writing Programs for Allegheny Echoes, Inc., and has taught workshops and presented material across West Virginia in many venues. He is the co-editor of Wild Sweet Notes—Fifty Years of West Virginia Poetry and the author of two collections of poetry. He is internationally known for his performance work combining poetry and old time music. A founding member and former president of West Virginia Writers, Inc., he has appeared at most of the state’s regular fairs, concerts and festivals, and performed with other Allegheny Echoes instructors in an October 2001 tour of Ireland. He was involved with the West Virginia Commission on the Arts in the planning and implementation of the first two statewide Arts Conferences in 1993 and 1995. Kirk will give a workshop on “Presenting Poetry,” act as MC of the Friday Night Entertainment, light the bonfires, and do just about anything else that might come up.

Jake Krack is a twenty-year-old Berea College student who’s won numerous state and national fiddling competitions and has performed at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. He’s been profiled in the Chicago Tribune, featured in the PBS special Soundmix: Five Young Musicians, profiled by CNN (CNN & Time), featured in the New York Times and was named the 2001 Performing Artist of the Year at Tamarack.  He’s recorded seven CDs with two more planned for 2005. Jake will share his music and his stories in a “Mountain Music” workshop on Saturday and will be the featured entertainer Saturday night.

Jason Lilly is an English teacher for Kanawha County Schools. He instructs and directs the drama club for Nitro High School. Jason has been published in the Charleston Sunday Gazette Mail, The Kanawha Review, and on various publishing sites online. He is the moderator of the online West Virginia Writers Youth Forum and contributes regularly to the West Virginia Writers Newsletter on the Young Writers’ page. Jason will give a workshop in poetry geared toward junior high and senior high students, and will moderate the People’s Choice competition for youth. He will also moderate the Youth Forum, which will be a question and answer period for young writers. 

Rob Merritt is chair of the Division of Language, Literature, and Communications at Bluefield College, where he has taught Creative Writing and Modern Literature since 1990. He received a B.A. and M.A. in English from the University of North Carolina and a Ph.D. from the University of Kentucky. He has taught Poetry workshops and is the author of Early Music and the Aesthetics of Ezra Pound. He is the editor of The Nantahala Review, on online journal of Appalachia. He has published essays, poetry, and nonfiction in several literary journals including The Potomac Review, Sow’s Ear Poetry Review, Branches, Asheville Poetry Review, Wild Sweet Notes II: More West Virginia Poetry and The Village Rambler. He will be presenting three workshops: “Nonfiction: Nature Writing,” “Poetry: Nature Writing,” and “Poetry: Native American Rituals as Stimulus.”

Sean O’Leary is the author of four full-length plays, three of which are being professionally produced. He is the 2004 winner of the West Virginia Commission of the Arts fellowship for Drama and was recently added to the literary map of West Virginia sponsored by Fairmont State University. He is a member of the Dramatists Guild of America and the Playwrights Forum of Washington, DC. More information on Sean and his plays can be found on his website, www.olearyonstage.com. Sean will be presenting three workshops, “The Basics of Playwriting and Scriptwriting,” “The Craft of Playwriting and Scriptwriting,” and “The Business of Playwriting and Scriptwriting.”

Carter Taylor Seaton is the author of Father’s Troubles, a ForeWord Magazine finalist for 2003 Historical Fiction Book of the Year. She is also a contributor to the West Virginia Encyclopedia, an anthology, Lessons Learned II, and The Huntington Quarterly. The Life Writing Class, a compilation of memoir writings, contains two of her works. The West Virginia native also won the People’s Choice award for Creative Non-fiction at the 2002 WV Writers Conference. Currently, Ms. Seaton is the Marketing Director for Goodwill Industries in Huntington, WV and is an award-winning clay sculptor whose work has appeared in shows and galleries in West Virginia, Georgia and Florida.

Barbara Smith is a free-lance writer, editor, and medical ethicist, as well as Emerita Professor of Literature and Writing and Chair of the Division of Humanities at Alderson Broaddus College. She is the author of over three hundred poems, short stories, feature and journal articles, two published novels, and nine books of nonfiction. She was a contributing editor of Wild Sweet Notes: Fifty Years of West Virginia Poetry 1950-1999. Barbara will be presenting three nonfiction workshops: “That’s a Great Idea! Sources for Effective Nonfiction,” “What’s the Catch? Nonfiction that WORKS,” and “Eavesdropping and Asking Questions.”  

Cathy Teets is president of Headline Books in Terra Alta, West Virginia, which publishes nonfiction. She is in the process of setting up a showcase for fiction, poetry, essays, etc. through a new website, publisherspage.com. Cathy’s publishing company provides full service to her authors, including storage, marketing, wholesale and retail order fulfillment, book signings and much more. Most of her titles are sold through major distributors like Ingram, Waldenbooks, Borders, MidWest Library, New Leaf, Barnes & Noble, Baker & Taylor, Amazon.com and others. Cathy will present a Question and Answer session to answer all your publishing questions. 

Emily Tharp has been a dancer with the Mid Ohio Valley Ballet for over ten years. In the fall she will be a senior at PHS, and then plans to major in Dance at Radford University. She has traveled with the MOVB throughout Ohio and West Virginia She will be performing with Roxanne and Jake on Saturday night and will assist Roxanne with the movement class. 

Roxanne Tritt has been a dancer and featured soloist with the Mid Ohio Valley Ballet for eleven years. She has traveled throughout West Virginia and Ohio presenting ballets to thousands of children. For the past three years she has taught dance to younger students. She will be attending Wright State University this fall as a freshman in the dance department. Join Roxanne for basic stretches and dance movements—no experience necessary! Roxanne will also kick up her heels with fiddler Jake Krack on Saturday night.

WORKSHOPS (note that numbers correspond to numbers on schedules):

1) Poetry: Nature Writing (poetry) – Looking at examples from some contemporary poets, Rob Merritt will lead this workshop to expand the attendee’s understanding of “nature” and “writing,” taking inspiration from Robert Frost, who, concerned with inner weather, looked to the trees. The workshop will also consider form: how do “organic,” free, and structured poems mirror nature? If weather permits, this class may take a field trip into the great outdoors 
2) Scars: A Creative Writing Workshop for All Prose Writers (fiction/nonfiction/children’s) - Marc Harshman’s workshop begins with a discussion that addresses the practical need for detail in the creation of convincing writing. The centerpiece of the workshop will be a written exploration of scars (metaphor may be chance depending upon the nature of the participants) that will allow participants to draw upon their memories and senses in the creation of a short story or reminiscence. Before the conclusion of the workshop, Mr. Harshman will also illustrate how the revision process can be brought to bear upon the subsequent shaping of the day’s workshop.

3) The Courage to Cast out and Recreate: It Sounded Fine Last Night but a Little Strange This Morning (fiction/nonfiction) - June Berkley leads this discussion of how to identify prose that works and how to get rid of that which doesn’t. 

4) You Wrote It; Now Promote It (business of writing) – This workshop by Carter Seaton gives an overview of do-it-yourself marketing. Carter has given this workshop previously at the WV Book Festival. 

5) Shape and Sound, Poems Approaching Music (poetry) - Ethan Fischer teaches this workshop that discusses strategies for shaping poems that sound in the inner ear and stick in memory, serving sonic snacks that nourish a lifetime or an afternoon. 

6) That’s a Great Idea! (nonfiction) – Prolific writer Barbara Smith leads this discussion on finding sources for effective nonfiction, including sources for ideas, multiple use of ideas, choosing the best form, choosing the best publication target and more. 

7) Short Story Writing (fiction) – Join workshop leader Belinda Anderson in this romp through her favorite form, the short story. Combining the advice of Aristotle with the equally classic Up A Tree method, this session will lead you through the creation of a draft containing the essential elements of a successful short story. We’ll whiz right along through establishing conflict, escalating tension and arriving at resolution. This workshop provides an introduction to short story structure and also offers more experienced writers a fun way to come up with new characters and plots. 

8) Why Don’t You Publish My Work? (business of writing and craft of writing) – Wilma Acree, editor of Confluence, discusses submission Do’s and Don’t’s for mail and email submissions. Methods include lecture and discussion. Handouts provided. 

9) The Basics of Playwriting and Scriptwriting (scripts) – Sean O’Leary presents an overview of the art and business of playwriting, including a discussion of the benefits and drawbacks of writing for the stage. Exercises will be given to experience some of the differences between writing for performance and writing for publication. 
10) Truth or Poetry (poetry) – Maximize the use of tension and extremes in your life to make poems from facts in twenty minutes or less. Jennifer Bosveld leads this amazing poetry-making process that assures concrete images, detail and personal revelation. 
11) Advanced Dialogue (fiction/nonfiction) – Although Ed Davis’s workshop is mainly for fiction writers, nonfictionists also can benefit from learning the concepts and techniques that go far beyond “be vivid and clear” and “make sure it characterizes the speakers.” An “electric dialogue” exercise will follow a brief lecture/discussion. 

12) Eavesdropping and Asking Questions (nonfiction) - Barbara Smith leads this workshop on what and where to listen and how to do interviews. 

13) Literary Agents and Today’s Marketplace (business) – Literary Agent Jeff Herman will lead this presentation on the today’s literary marketplace, covering the business of writing and current trends, as well as what to expect from an agent. A question and answer period will follow the presentation. This workshop will repeat on Saturday. 

14) People’s Choice Poetry (poetry) - bring your poems to read aloud to fellow attendees. Each participant may read one poem no longer than two pages in length. The moderator may call time if the poem exceeds the time available.  Those in attendance will vote for the pieces they like best. Winners will be announced at Saturday’s Awards Banquet.  All those wanting to participate must sign up five minutes before the session begins. Anyone arriving after the first reading begins will not be eligible to read. 
15) People’s Choice Prose (fiction/nonfiction) – bring your fiction or nonfiction (no poetry!) to read aloud to fellow attendees. Each participant will have up to four minutes to read (time limit will be strictly enforced). Those in attendance will vote for the pieces they like best. Winners will be announced at Saturday’s Awards Banquet.  All those wanting to participate must sign up five minutes before the session begins. Anyone arriving after the first reading begins will not be eligible to read.

16) Movement – Dancers Roxanne Tritt and Emily Tharp will lead a basic movement class to stretch out those “I’ve been sitting too long” cramps. Wear comfortable, stretchy clothes for this low-intensity workout. No experience necessary!

17) Nonfiction: Nature Writing (nonfiction) - Rob Merritt hopes to take the class outside for a hands-on experience with this workshop. Creative nonfiction emphasizes a personal presence, self-discovery and self-exploration, veracity, flexibility of form, and imaginative (“creative”) use of language. Using nature as the subject, this class shall explore these components of creative nonfiction, mixing “natural facts” with the writer’s personality to inspire the imagination within the essay form. 

18) Encountering Again the Three Pernicious Enemies of Fine Fiction (fiction) June Berkley provides an hour’s worth of insight and review about why fiction sometimes fails even when we’re smart and our hearts are in it. Bring your own courageous efforts to produce what you hope is worth reading, and we’ll have an honest but light-hearted and energizing encounter with a trio of truths. 

19) Writing the Poem that Has to Be Written (poetry) - Ethan Fischer starts from where you are and charts where you go along with others traveling light. 

20) Youth Orientation and Forum (youth) – Jason Lilly will meet with young writers. Discussions will include making the most of conference opportunities and how to navigate the premises. Any and all questions will be accepted and, hopefully, answered. 
21) Finding and Telling: A Writing and Storytelling Workshop (fiction/nonfiction/children’s) - Marc Harshman will emphasize in this hands-on workshop not only how to tell stories, but how to make selections best suited to particular age groups. Introductory remarks will briefly outline the history of storytelling in an effort to place our activities in context. He will highlights such topics as setting, voice, pace and adaptation of specific stories. The workshop will include participatory storytelling activities, as well as an examination of the author’s written texts as the basis for understanding both writing and revision. 

22) What’s the Catch? Writing Nonfiction that WORKS (nonfiction) – Barbara Smith talks about finding the needs and interests of nonfiction audiences and including the things that work in your nonfiction piece: readability, uniqueness, surprise, surprise, surprise. 

23) Dance with the Skeletons in Your Closet (fiction/nonfiction)- Carter Seaton discusses how to mine the interesting and infamous people in your life for story lines and/or characters. This workshop is geared toward fiction writers, but may be of interest to nonfiction writers as well. 

24) Concentration in Poetry (Poetry) – Wilma Acree will present this workshop, which emphasizes unity, clarity, strength and depth in poetry and is partially based upon Jane Hirshfield’s essay “Poetry and the Mind of Concentration” in Nine Gates: Entering the Mind of Poetry (HarperCollins, 1997). Methods include lecture, discussion, and hands-on activity. Each participant will write an “inside/outside” poem which compares his perception of himself with others’ perception of him. Handouts provided. 
25) Poetry Writing for Young Writers (Youth) – An interactive workshop for young poets that will explore the basic elements of poetry writing. Led by Jason Lilly, this workshop will look at different forms of poetry by masters of the craft, from the simply sonnet to the perplexing pantoum. The workshop will also feature writing activities that could help inspire the poet inside. 

26) The Healthy Writing Lifestyle (Writing Life) – Joy Held leads this overview session covering the five cornerstones of the writing life: journal writing, fitness, relaxation, nutrition and creative play. For writers of all genre, this workshop should serve as inspiration, guidance and exercises. Wear comfortable clothing. This workshop will meet in the Conference Room at Holt Lodge. 

27) Memoir vs. Autobiographical Fiction (fiction/nonfiction) – Which should you write? Ed Davis discusses the differences between these two oft-confused techniques, then leads you through an exercise that helps you explore which mode best suits your needs and talents. 
28) Novel and Short Story Question and Answers (fiction) – What makes a scene feel complete? Can you have more than one viewpoint character in a short story? Is it better to write a long novel with three parts or three short novels? Exactly what makes a chapter a chapter? Brad Barkley will answer all your questions about the novel/short story in this informal question and answer session. Start making notes now of what you want to know.

29) The Soundtrack of My Life (poetry) – Music outlines your autobiography, says workshop leader Jennifer Bosveld. Every life is worth a movie and a soundtrack, so let a poem get you started in plotting your movie soundtrack with this poetry form.

30) Copyright or Wrong: Common Misconceptions About Intellectual Property (business) -  Lawyer Jerry Blair leads this discussion and promises to make everyone laugh at least once. He believes that even talented writers have crazy notions about copyright law—and he plans to make fun of them—or, uh, teach them—the truths involved. 

31) Publishing Questions and Answers (business) – Do you need an agent to get a publisher for a children’s book? How do you recognize publishing scams? Should you copyright your work before you contact a publisher? Bring all your publishing questions to this informal question and answer session with publisher Cathy Teets. 

32) The Choice of Voice (fiction/nonfiction) – Mona Kay Helper leads this workshop aimed at the beginning writer and explores who should tell your story.  The workshop is presented in an interactive format aimed at underlining the session's theme.

33) The Humorous Touch (fiction/nonfiction) – If you’re a West Virginian, either by birth, choice or a rest stop misunderstanding, you’re a prime candidate for this workshop led by Belinda Anderson. After all, you must possess a good sense of humor to live in a state whose seasons are labeled according to the accessories they require: Tire Chains, Sump Pump, DEET and Leaf Blower. This workshop offers examples and techniques demonstrating how a dash of comic relief can enliven and underscore your work, whether you’re writing fiction or nonfiction, or for adults or children. 

34) Presenting Poetry - Kirk Judd’s workshop will offer a study and celebration of Appalachian spoken word tradition and performance. The poetry/performance tract of the workshop is a carefully planned blend of creative writing class and spoken work techniques. Kirk will focus on finding the “sense of place” in a work and making that apparent through performance. All aspects of presentation will be covered, from preparation to stage presence. 

35) The Craft of Playwriting and Scriptwriting (scripts) - Sean O’Leary will use this session for more intensive exercises to explore the essentials of dramatic writing: plotting, character development, dialogue and exposition. 

36) Literary Agents and Today’s Marketplace (business) – Literary Agent Jeff Herman will lead this presentation on the today’s literary marketplace, covering the business of writing and current trends, as well as what to expect from an agent. A question and answer period will follow the presentation. This workshop is a repeat of Friday’s presentation. \

37) Mountain Music (music) – Jake Krack will share his music and his stories in relationship to the old mountain fiddlers he has mentored with.

38) People’s Choice Prose (fiction/nonfiction) - bring your fiction or nonfiction (no poetry!) to read aloud to fellow attendees. Each participant will have up to four minutes to read (time limit will be strictly enforced). Those in attendance will vote for the pieces they like best. Winners will be announced at Saturday’s Awards Banquet.  All those wanting to participate must sign up five minutes before the session begins. Anyone arriving after the first reading begins will not be eligible to read.

39) People’s Choice Poetry (poetry) - bring your poems to read aloud to fellow attendees. Each participant may read one poem no longer than two pages in length. The moderator may call time if the poem exceeds the time available. Those in attendance will vote for the pieces they like best. Winners will be announced at Saturday’s Awards Banquet.  All those wanting to participate must sign up five minutes before the session begins. Anyone arriving after the first reading begins will not be eligible to read.

40) People’s Choice Youth  (youth) – a special session of People’s Choice for those 18 and under only. Bring your poems, fiction or nonfiction to read aloud to fellow attendees. Each participant may read one poems or story that is up to five minutes in length. The time limit will be strictly enforced. The moderator may call time if the poem exceeds the time available.  Those in attendance will vote for the pieces they like best. Winners will be announced at Saturday’s Awards Banquet.  All those wanting to participate must sign up five minutes before the session begins. Anyone arriving after the first reading begins will not be eligible to read.

41) Poetry: Native American Rituals as Stimulus (poetry) -  Rob Merritt will lead participants in adapting Native American traditions to enhance creativity. Everyone will have done some innovative poetry writing by the end of the workshop. Participants will learn about the Feather Circle and create poems in the ancient tradition of Medicine Songs of Anger and Sorrow and will learn to take poetry in a new direction. 

42) Plumbing the Well for Appalachian Fiction: Digging Down, Discovering and Drawing Up What Matters (fiction) – June Berkley leads this workshop that helps the attendee access and accept “The Stories that Won’t Let Us Alone” and answer the question, “How do we know it’s worth our time and the energy  it takes to do it?” The workshop will explore three fool-proof maxims that guarantee our writing will serve us well and find an audience of its own in and out of Appalachia. 

43) Writing Autobiographical Fiction (fiction) - Ed Davis discusses how to transform life experiences into vivid, compelling fiction. The joys and pitfalls of this valid but somewhat controversial art form will be discussed in a “conversational” lecture format. 

44) Publishing Children’s Books (Children’s/Business) – In this workshop, Marc Harshman will describe basic manuscript preparations, review proofreading and revision, suggest tips for beginners, explain how to “choose” an appropriate publisher, as well as offer his reflections upon the current state of children’s book publishing, including the impact of the internet, book super stores, celebrities, and agents. Also covered will be a survey of the offerings of SCBWI (Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators), the premier organization serving those who write and seek to write children’s books. 

45) Constructive Critiquing (fiction/nonfiction) - It's never easy accepting criticism, especially of something as personal as one's writing. But if you view your manuscript as a newborn that requires nurturing and guidance, then you can allow your draft to grow into a polished piece. This workshop by Belinda Anderson offers techniques for giving and receiving constructive feedback that highlights strengths as well as revision suggestions. Bring along a manuscript and learn the bonus tips on self editing that will help you approach your own work with a more objective eye. Highlighters (provided in the registration packet) will be used in this workshop. 

46) More Novel and Short Story Questions and Answers (fiction) – Just in case Brad Barkley didn’t have time to answer all your questions in his first segment or in case you thought of more questions, this informal question and answer period will answer the rest of your questions about writing the novel or short story. 

47) The Famous Pudding House Word Jar Challenge (poetry) – Far different from typical word bowls and their gimmicky results, this serious poem-generating process is meant to be life-altering. Jennifer Bosveld leads this workshop that is applicable for even the most scholarly among us. 

48) The Business of Playwriting and Scriptwriting (scripts) – In this session, Sean O’Leary will continue his discussion of the craft of playwriting, plus he’ll examine the marketplace for scripts and how you, as a new author, can get your play read, developed and produced. 
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STATE WRITERS CONFERENCE

JUNE 10—12, 2005

CEDAR LAKES CONFERENCE CENTER

Ripley, West Virginia

PLEASE PRINT NEATLY

Name  _______________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________________________

State  ________   Zip ____________  County ________________________

Phone(s)  _____________________________________________________

Email  _______________________________________________________

Emergency Contact  ____________________________________________

Emergency Contact Phone _______________________________________

Send this completed registration form with your check(s) made payable to WVW, Inc. to: WVW, Inc., 906 18th Street, Vienna, WV 26105. DO NOT SEND CERTIFIED MAIL; DO NOT SEND SIGNATURE REQUIRED. To confirm receipt, please include a self-addressed postcard.   For registration only, a $25 deposit may be made with the remainder due the first day of Conference. Sorry, WVW, Inc. cannot accept credit cards; send check or money orders only. NO CASH.
I understand that I am responsible for contacting Cedar Lakes and securing my own room and board.

Signature




Date

Questions? Contact Sandy Tritt at tritt@wvadventures.net or 304-428-1218.

                     CHECK ALL SELECTIONS THAT APPLY

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION:

___ I am a current WVW member 

___ $80 3-day weekend package    
___ $65 Saturday & Sunday 

___ I am not a current WVW member


    ___ $90 3-day weekend package   
___ $75 Saturday & Sunday

___ I plan to come for a single day only


___ $40 Friday

___ $50 Saturday

___ $30 Sunday

___ I am a full-time student and I am under 25 years old. I have marked my selections above but I am enclosing 50% of the total cost. 

___ I am sending my registration and a deposit of at least $25 prior to May 15. I am deducting $5 from my total registration fee. 

___ I have other credits of  $______  for ________________________ that should be deducted from my registration fees. 

JEFF HERMAN APPOINTMENT:

___ I would like to schedule an appointment to meet with literary agent Jeff Herman. I am enclosing a one-page synopsis and a separate check for $20. I understand that a limited number of appointments are available and that if those appointments are filled my check will be returned. I also understand that my check and synopsis must be received by WVW by May 16, 2005 to be eligible for this opportunity.  I prefer:

____ Saturday (10 a.m. - noon)

____ Sunday (9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.)

WVW MEMBERSHIP:

___ I want to begin or renew my regular WVW membership for the 2005-06 year. I have enclosed a separate check for $20.

___ I am a full-time college student and I want to begin or renew my WVW membership. I have enclosed a separate check for $10.

___ I am 18 or under and I want to begin or renew my WVW youth membership. I have enclosed a separate check for $5.

I have answered all statements truthfully.

Signature





Date
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West Virginia Writers, Inc.

Meals and Lodging Registration Form

Cedar Lakes Conference Center

HC 88, Box 21 * Ripley * WV * 25271

304-372-7860 * 304-372-7881~ FAX

June 10 ~ June 12, 2004

Lodging for Friday and Saturday

Reservation will not be accepted over telephone ~ Cedar Lakes must have form

Name:_____________________________ Telephone Number:___________________

Address: ___________________ City: _______________ State: _____ Zip: ________

Email Address: _________________________________________________________

Cedar Lakes will not be responsible for assigning roommates. Please add 6% WV Sales Tax.
Holt Lodge: Check with Cedar Lakes for availability

Rooms are $59.00/night regardless if there are two or more persons in the room. If there are two, then the cost is split between two persons.  If there are more than two – we add $5.00 for each additional person.  Rooms will be assigned on a first come, first serve basis!

_________Private

 __________Double 

    Roommate ___________________________

Motel:  Lakes, Mountaineer, Cedars

Please mark or circle the cottage (above) that you prefer: Rooms are $40.00/night regardless if there are one or two people in the room. If there are two, then the cost is split between two persons.  Rooms will be assigned on a first come, first serve basis!

_________ Private  

__________ Double

    Roommate___________________________

Dorm Rooms: 10 beds to a room – guest needs to bring towels, washcloths, sheets and pillowcase
Cedar Lakes provides a pillow and a blanket.
$12.00 per night, adult rate__________       $10.00 per night, youth rate__________

Meals: Please let us know which meals you will be having. Choose one option for Saturday Banquet.
Meals and Prices:

Friday Breakfast: $5.00


Friday Lunch:  $6.00_________
Friday Dinner: $7.00_______           Saturday Breakfast: $5.00______
Saturday Lunch: $6.00_______   


Saturday Banquet: $13.00_____ Select one: __ 1) Stuffed Chicken Breast or __ 2) Vegetarian

Sunday Breakfast: $5.00______
Sunday Lunch: $ 6.00________ 

Please add 6% sales tax and make check payable to Cedar Lakes and mail to: 

Cedar Lakes Conference Center HC 88, Box 21 * Ripley * WV * 25271 

Remaining balance due before or upon arrival.

If paying by credit card, Cedar Lakes accepts Visa, Master Card, Discover, and Diners Club

First night’s lodging requested with registration. 

Credit Card: _____________________________   Exp. Date_______ Type of card____________

Name on credit card ________________________ Signature____________________________

Operated by the West Virginia Department of Education
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